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Practices with Advanced Electronic 
Health Information Capacity

Percent reporting at least 9 of 14 clinical IT functions*
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* Count of 14 functions includes: electronic medical record; electronic prescribing and ordering of tests; electronic 
access test results, Rx alerts, clinical notes; computerized system for tracking lab tests, guidelines, alerts to provide 
patients with test results, preventive/follow-up care reminders; and computerized list of patients by diagnosis, 
medications, due for tests or preventive care.

Source: 2009 Commonwealth Fund International Health Policy Survey of Primary Care Physicians.



Public Investment per Capita in 
Health Information Technology - 2005
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Source: The Commonwealth Fund, calculated from Anderson, G.F., Frogner, B., Johns, R.A., and Reinhardt, U. 
“Health Care Spending and Use of Information Technology in OECD Countries,” Health Affairs, 2006.
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Chart I-9. Barriers to Adoption
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Source: The Commonwealth Fund National Survey of Physicians and Quality of Care, 2004.



HITECH Act Addresses Barriers 
to IT Implementation

Obstacle Intervention Funds

Financial Resources CMS Incentive Program Up $2 millionFinancial Resources CMS Incentive Program Up $2 million 
per 
hospital 
and up to 
$63,750 per 
physician

Technical Assistance Regional Extension Centers $643 Million

Human Resources Workforce Training Programs $118 Million

Exchange Health Information Exchange and NHIN $620 MillionExchange g $620 Million

Technology SHARP Grants $60 million

Breakthrough 
Examples

Beacon Communities
$235 Million

Hospital Adoption of EHR Systems 
More than Doubled since 2009



State Adoption of EHRs

Trends in EHR Adoption Show 
Increasing Advanced Functionality
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