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ONC Began in 2004

President Bush’s goal in 2004
“… an Electronic Health Record for every American...   By computerizing 
health records, we can avoid dangerous medical mistakes, reduce costs, and 
improve care.”

‐ State of the Union address,
January 20, 2004

President Barack Obama announces an audacious plan in 2009
“Computerize all health records...”

‐ Speech at George Mason University,
January 12, 2009

Through HITECH Act—part of the February 2009 American Reinvestment and 
Recovery Act (i.e., ARRA, the Stimulus Bill), Congress:

• Authorized an unprecedented investment in health IT (e.g., incentives, p ( g , ,
technical assistance) 

• Charged HHS ONC with coordinating the Federal Government’s efforts to 
realize the implementation of a nationwide health IT infrastructure within 
a legislatively mandated timeline

• Established meaningful use as a framework for advancing health IT 
adoption and a foundation for improving the healthcare system
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HITECH Framework for Meaningful Use 
of Electronic Health Records

Taken from: Blumenthal, D.  
“Launching HITECH,” posted 
by the NEJM on 12-30-2009.

Basic EHR adoption among office-based physicians
and non-federal acute care hospitals
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Note: For hospitals, estimates are based on adoption of at least a Basic EHR without Clinician Notes as defined in  http://www.healthit.gov/media/pdf/ONC_Data_Brief_AHA_2011.pdf. 
Data Sources: AHA Annual Survey Information Technology Supplement; National Ambulatory Medical Care Survey (NAMCS) Electronic Health Record Supplement mail surveys.
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Meaningful Use Stage 2:  A Giant Leap
in Data Exchange
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Meaningful Use 
Serves as 
Foundation 
for New Delivery 
System Modelsy

Patients are Empowered as Partners in Health  

No longer the most underutilized resource in health and healthcare...  


