SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
Health Insurance Marketplaces in 2014: Behind the Numbers
July 11, 2014

SARA R. COLLINS, PhD, is vice president for Affordable Health Insurance at The
Commonwealth Fund. An economist, Dr. Collins joined The Fund in 2002 and has led The
Fund’s national program on health insurance since 2005. Since joining The Fund, Dr. Collins has
led several national surveys on health insurance and authored numerous reports, issue briefs and
journal articles on health insurance coverage and policy. She has provided invited testimony
before several congressional committees and subcommittees. Prior to joining The Fund, Dr.
Collins was associate director/senior research associate at the New York Academy of Medicine,
Division of Health and Science Policy. Earlier in her career, she was an associate editor at U.S.
News & World Report, a senior economist at Health Economics Research, and a senior health
policy analyst in the New York City Office of the Public Advocate. She holds an A.B. in
economics from Washington University and a Ph.D. in economics from George Washington
University.

ARNOLD EPSTEIN, MD, deputy assistant secretary for planning and evaluation at the US
Department of Health and Human Services, oversees a staff of 40 professionals who study a
broad range of health-related issues to advise the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation
and the Secretary of HHS on all health matters. Before assuming his current position in March
2014, Dr. Epstein served as chairman of the Department of Health Policy and Management at the
Harvard University School of Public Health, where he was the John H. Foster Professor. Dr.
Epstein’s research interests focus on quality of care and access to care for disadvantaged
populations. His book, Falling Through the Safety Net, Insurance Status and Access to Health
Care, won the Kulp Wright Award by the American Risk and Insurance Association in 1994,
During 1993-1994, Dr. Epstein worked in the White House where he had staff responsibility for
policy issues related to the health care delivery system, especially quality management. He was
vice chair of the Institute of Medicine Committee on Developing a National Report on Health
Care Quiality, and co-chair of the Performance Measurement Coordinating Committee of the
Joint Commission on the Accreditation of Health Care Organizations (JCAHO), the National
Committee on Quality Assurance and the American Medical Association. He has served as
chairman of the Board of AcademyHealth and vice chair of the Board of the Center for Health
Care Strategies. He has served on several editorial boards including Health Services Research
and the Annals of Internal Medicine and was formerly associate editor for health policy at the
New England Journal of Medicine. He has been elected to the American Society for Clinical
Investigation, the American Association of Professors, and the Institute of Medicine.

RICHARD ONIZUKA, PhD, is chief executive officer of the Washington Health Benefit Exchange.
Dr. Onizuka was assistant director for health policy for the Washington State Health Care
Authority (HCA) for over nine years, where he was responsible for programs and initiatives
related to Governor Gregoire’s five point plan to improve quality and cost efficiency in
Washington’s health care system, and also served as the State Health Information Technology
(HIT) Coordinator. Prior to his service to the State of Washington, he spent over eight years as a
manager and clinic administrator with Kaiser Permanente in Colorado. He has a PhD in Clinical
Psychology from the University of Kentucky, and is a licensed psychologist.

(Over)



LINDA SHEPPARD, JD, is special counsel and director of Health Policy and Analysis for the
Kansas Insurance Department. She most recently served as special counsel and director of health
care policy and analysis, as well as project manager for the department's implementation of the
insurance provisions in the Affordable Care Act. Prior to rejoining the insurance department in
April 2008, Ms. Sheppard was deputy attorney general for the Consumer Protection/Antitrust
Division of the Office of the Kansas Attorney General. She also previously served as assistant
general counsel for the Kansas Insurance Department and, prior to joining the Department, was
in private practice with the law firm of Shughart Thomson & Kilroy in Kansas City, Missouri.
Ms. Sheppard received her Bachelor of Science in Business Administration and her Juris
Doctorate from the University of Kansas. She is admitted to practice in the states of Missouri and
Kansas, and recently joined the staff of the Kansas Health Institute as Senior Analyst and
Strategy Team Leader for Health Care Reform.

TIMOTHY STOLTZFUS JOST, JD, holds the Robert L. Willett Family Professorship of Law at the
Washington and Lee University School of Law. He is a coauthor of a casebook, Health Law,
used widely throughout the United States in teaching health law and now in its seventh edition.
He has written numerous monographs on legal issues in health care reform for national
organizations and blogs regularly for Health Affairs, where he is a contributing editor, on
regulatory issues. He is a consumer representative to the National Association of Insurance
Commissioners and a member of the Institute of Medicine.



