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The Pew Children’s Dental CampaignThe Pew Children’s Dental Campaign

Our Mission:

The Pew Children’s Dental 
Campaign strives for cost‐effective 
policies that will mean millions 

more children get the basic dental 
care they need to grow, learn and 

l d h lth li
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lead healthy lives.
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Making Coverage Matter Making Coverage Matter 
Pew’s 2011 Report on Dental AccessPew’s 2011 Report on Dental Access
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A Costly DestinationA Costly Destination
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Overview of Pew’s findingsOverview of Pew’s findings

• Preventable dental conditions 
were the primary diagnosis in 
830,590 visits to hospital ERs830,590 visits to hospital ERs 
nationwide in 2009.

• Children accounted for nearly 
50,000 of these ER visits.

• Many ER visits are made by 
Medicaid enrollees or the 
uninsured.  
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The wrong care in the wrong place at the The wrong care in the wrong place at the 
wrong time for desperate patientswrong time for desperate patients

How did so many 
people with 
preventable 

dental conditions 
end up in a place 

like this?
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Disturbing trend: ER use for dental Disturbing trend: ER use for dental 
problemsproblems
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Source: Pew Center on the States (2012) A Costly Dental Destination.

Costly, inadequate careCostly, inadequate care
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Source: Pew Center on the States (2012) A Costly  Dental Destination.



States feel the impactStates feel the impact

WA: A study found that a trip 
to the ER was the first “dental 
visit” for 1 in 4 children.

NY: The average charge per ER 
dental visit for young children 
rose 30% in five years

ME: Dental 
disease was 
the leading 

rose 30% in five years.
reason for ER 
visits by 
Medicaid 
enrollees and 
uninsured 
young people.
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KS: Hospitals 
reported more 
than 17,500 
dental‐related ER 
visits in 2010.

FL: There were 
115,000+ ER 
visits in 2010 
for dental 
problems.

IA: 10,000+ dental‐related ER 
visits cost taxpayers almost 
$5 million in 2007.

Total Population
281 Million

Institutionalized

4 Milli 83 Million

The Tremendous Unmet NeedThe Tremendous Unmet Need

4 Million
Live in Community

277 Million

Generally Healthy

253 Million

Severe Medical

Co morbidities

25 Million

Able to Pay Economically

83 Million
Americans lack access

--according to the ADA
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210 Million Disadvantaged

43 Million

Non-Remote

199 Million

Remote 

11 Million

Non-Remote 

40 Million

Remote 

3 Million

Source: L.J. Brown, “Adequacy of Current and Future Dental Workforce,” Chicago: American Dental Association, 
Health Policy Resources Center; 2005: pg 44.



Millions lack dental insurance Millions lack dental insurance 

• As of 2009, an  
estimated 130 million 
U.S. adults and 
children lack dental 
coverage

• Approximately 70% 
f d lt 65 d

www.pewcenteronthestates.comSource: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Available at: 
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/databriefs/db40.pdf

of adults 65 and 
older lack any kind of 
dental coverage

Source: IOM report, 2011

One solution to increasing access: One solution to increasing access: 
Expand the dental teamExpand the dental team
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States evaluating the dental workforceStates evaluating the dental workforce

States that are exploring new ways to expand the dental workforce

WA

NH

MA

ME

NJ
CT

RI

DE

VT

NY

MD

NC

PA

VA
WV

SC

KY

IN
OH

MI

TN

MO

IL

IA

MN

WI

AR
OK

KS

NE

ND

SD

MT

WY

UT

CO

AZ

ID
OR

WA

NV

CA
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FL

GA

SC

MS AL

LA

AR

TX

HI

AK

NM

Authorized new 
providers

Considering new 
providers
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of these and other oral health issues by 
receiving Pew's monthly e‐newsletter –

Dental News & ViewsDental News & Views.

Keep informedKeep informed.. .. ..
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Send an email to mjacob@pewtrusts.orgmjacob@pewtrusts.org
with the words "I want DNVI want DNV"                     

in the subject line.
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Julie Stitzel

202.540.6607

jstitzel@pewtrusts.org

www.pewcenteronthestates.com/dental  


