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Now that health reform is law, reporters covering this subject have a new challenge: keeping 
readers, viewers and listeners engaged through the long implementation process. To help, the 
Alliance for Health Reform, the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and the Association of Health 
Care Journalists held a briefing on June 10 at the National Press Club focusing on strategies for 
reporters covering health reform going forward.  

The panel of seasoned health care reporters featured Phil Galewitz of Kaiser Health News, 
Joanne Kenen of the New America Foundation’s New Health Dialogue Blog, Noam Levey of the 
Los Angeles Times and Julie Rovner of National Public Radio. The briefing clarified key points of 
confusion about the new health reform law, provided journalists with reporting resources, and 
offered suggestions for future story topics.  

The panelists suggested many ways to keep stories fresh. Fresh stories not only take 
interesting angles on old topics affected by reform, they said, but also seek out less well-known 
reform provisions relevant to local communities. In keeping things fresh, journalists should keep 
track of implementation timelines so they can keep their stories up to date, panelists pointed out. 
(See the section on timelines below.) By reporting on measures already implemented or soon to be, 
journalists can focus on reforms most relevant to the current lives and businesses of their audiences.  

Noam Levey stressed that there are many unanswered questions around the reform law. 
Instead of reporting hearsay, journalists should acknowledge the ambiguity of reform, he said, and 
convey to readers that much is unknown at this point about the law’s future implications, even 
among those who drafted the law. The future of health reform will be known only after major 
regulatory decisions have been made, and experience gained with reform implementation.  

Tips for Reporters 

 Reach out beyond your usual contacts. Networking is a great way to bounce ideas off of 

other reporters and gather additional information on complex topics. Query members of 

organizations such as the Association of Health Care Journalists; AHCJ members ask for 

and receive help daily through the group’s active listserv. Use the Alliance for Health 

Reform’s online Find-an-Expert Service to find people to interview beyond “the usual 

suspects.”  

 If you want information on specific provisions of the law and their implications, lobbyists, 

consultants and analysts are all good resources; just be aware of their biases.   

 One good place to look for story ideas is the health reform law itself. Instead of taking the 

law as a whole, try picking it apart piece by piece, and focusing on stories that may be 
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http://www.healthjournalism.org/
http://www.allhealth.org/reporter_enroll.asp


2 

 

generated out of smaller provisions. Some examples include the young adult provisions, the 

CLASS Act and the Small Business Tax Credit. Another place to look for stories is in 

summaries of the bill. Once a particular topic in a summary jumps out as a story idea, delve 

back into the law itself and seek out experts on that topic.   

 Focus in on less well-known provisions of the health law -- topics that are relevant to the 

lives of consumers and business, but well known to very few locals. The tanning tax and the 

requirements for chain restaurants to post calorie counts are just two of many possibilities. 

 When reviewing amendments that the health law makes to previous programs or legislation, 

have a copy of the original legislation being amended handy.  Otherwise, the amendments 

won’t make much sense.  

 In the words of Phil Galewitz, “Follow the money.” In this day and age anytime big money 

is involved, an interesting story will always follow.  

o Look into some of the programs receiving large grants or funds under the health law, 

such as the National Health Service Corps and nursing education loan programs. 

o Check the Federal Business Opportunities website for health reform-related grants 

and contracts being offered. 

o Examine how institutions and groups are strategizing to optimize revenues thanks to, 

or in spite of, reform changes.  

 How will general practitioners and hospitals adjust to health reform? Will 

teaching hospitals re-evaluate their mix of specialty vs. primary care 

practices?  Will doctors follow through on threats that to stop accepting 

Medicare patients?  

 What will clinical laboratories do to adjust to the anticipated increase in 

demand for tests, given the new law’s emphasis on preventative care and the 

millions of newly insured people who will need tests? 

 Look for conflict. Where there is conflict around the health law, an interesting story will 

almost always emerge.  

 Revitalize stories you’ve done before, with reform in mind. The main topics that health 

reporters cover have remained largely unchanged over the past few decades. Some stories 

that were compelling and relevant 20 years ago are still compelling and relevant in the age of 

reform. Re-examine topics such as Medicare Advantage, paying special attention to 

implications reform will have. 

 States will play a huge role throughout the implementation of reform. Stories related to the 

states are a good way to get local readers involved. Use comparisons between your state and 

other states. What are the insurance regulations in your state? What are they in other states? 

Also focus in on state preparedness. How prepared is your state to implement reform? Is it 

planning to set up its own insurance exchanges, or is it even ready or willing to take 

advantage of the federal funding that reform makes available?   

 For informative and captivating local stories, talk with local people and businesses directly 

affected by reform. Big employers in local communities are often the most outspoken about 

http://www.fbo.gov/
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health reform. Talk with small employers too. Do they plan to use the tax credits available to 

help them defray their health insurance costs? Reach out to local schools, governments, 

hospitals and service agencies.  

 
RESOURCES 
 
GENERAL 
 
“What’s Next? Reporting on Health Reform Between Now and 2014,” June 10, 2010 
Alliance for Health Reform, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, Association of Health Care Journalists 
www.allhealth.org/briefing_detail.asp?bi=187 
This is the Alliance landing page for the June 10 briefing cosponsored by the three organizations 
above. You will find links here to the full webcast and podcast of the briefing, a briefing summary, 
among other downloadable resources. The Association of Health Care Journalists’ landing page for 
the briefing is at www.healthjournalism.org/calendar-details.php?id=505 
 
Keeping Health Reform Coverage Fresh: Lessons from Top Journalists, June 10, 2010 
Barbara Feder Ostrov, ReportingOnHealth.org (Annenberg School for Communication, USC) 
http://bit.ly/bPJ1db 
Barbara Feder Ostrov, a veteran health reporter herself, summarized the June 10 briefing in this blog 
post, offering the five main lessons she gained from the event.  
 
Chapter One: Health Reform, from the Alliance sourcebook for reporters, Covering Health 
Issues, April 29, 2010 
Joanne Kenen for the Alliance for Health Reform 
http://bit.ly/a7OTNe 
This first chapter of the Alliance’s sourcebook for reporters has been completely revised to reflect 
the provisions in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act of 2010 (PPACA) and the 
companion Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 2010. Contains key facts about the 
reform law, background, tips for reporters, story ideas, experts with contact information, and helpful 
websites. All other chapters of the guide, “Covering Health Issues,” have been revised as well. For 
links to other chapters, go to the table of contents. 
 
H.R. 3590, The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act." 111th Cong. (enacted) 
http://democrats.senate.gov/reform/patient-protection-affordable-care-act-as-passed.pdf 
This is the main health reform law.  
 
H.R. 4872, The Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act." 111th Cong. (enacted) 
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-
bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=111_cong_bills&docid=f:h4872enr.txt.pdf 
This is the reconciliation act that amended sections of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act.  
 
 
 

http://www.allhealth.org/briefing_detail.asp?bi=187
http://www.healthjournalism.org/calendar-details.php?id=505
http://bit.ly/bPJ1db
http://bit.ly/a7OTNe
http://www.allhealth.org/sourcebookTOC.asp?SBID=3
http://democrats.senate.gov/reform/patient-protection-affordable-care-act-as-passed.pdf
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=111_cong_bills&docid=f:h4872enr.txt.pdf
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=111_cong_bills&docid=f:h4872enr.txt.pdf
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What’s In There? An Ask-the-Experts Overview of the Health Reform Law, April 16, 2010 
Alliance for Health Reform and The Commonwealth Fund 
www.allhealth.org/briefing_detail.asp?bi=181 
This is the landing page for a briefing at which attendees were encouraged to ask any question they 
liked about the health reform law and its implementation.  
 
Navigating the Implementation Process: Reform Overview, April 12, 2010 
Health Reform GPS 
http://bit.ly/dAVWff 
Health Reform GPS is a website established by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and the 
George Washington University School of Public Health and Health Services offering information 
about health reform implementation. This document is a short overview of the reform law, with a 
separate section on immediate reforms.   
 
What Will Happen Under Health Reform--And What's Next? A Resource for Journalists, 
May/June 2010 
The Commonwealth Fund, a supplement to the Columbia Journalism Review 
http://bit.ly/dCMbAs 
This resource from The Commonwealth Fund, published specifically for journalists, is a guide to 
covering health care reform implementation. The document outlines the provisions of the new 
health law, explains how health reform will increase coverage, and addresses health care costs. It also 
contains charts, tables, and a health reform timeline 
 
Trudy Lieberman Campaign Desk Archive 
Trudy Lieberman, Columbia Journalism Review 
www.cjr.org/campaign_desk/trudy_lieberman_campaign_desk.php 
Trudy Lieberman, a contributing editor for the Columbia Journalism Review, writes regularly on 
health reform, often pointing out angles that reporters might have missed. She also blogs for 
CJR.org. 
 
Health care reform has passed: What’s next? 
Association of Health Care Journalists 
www.healthjournalism.org/resources-tips-details.php?id=336 
This extensive tip sheet from the AHCJ offers suggestions on covering reform, links to helpful 
resources, examples of recent coverage and expert sources.  
 
Health Care Reporting Guide for Journalists, June 2009 
Joanne Kenen, New America Foundation 
http://bit.ly/9RY8vK 
Joanne Kenen’s short guide to health care journalism clarifies confusing terms for journalists new to 
the health care field and provides a list of helpful resources for journalists.  
 
Covering Health Issues, 5th Edition—Appendix C: Covering Health Issues for News and 
Radio, April 20, 2010 
Deborah Potter, Newslab. Adapted by the Alliance for Health Reform. 
http://bit.ly/dm8fEk 

http://www.allhealth.org/briefing_detail.asp?bi=181
http://bit.ly/dAVWff
http://bit.ly/dCMbAs
http://www.cjr.org/campaign_desk/trudy_lieberman_campaign_desk.php
http://www.healthjournalism.org/resources-tips-details.php?id=336
http://bit.ly/9RY8vK
http://bit.ly/dm8fEk
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This appendix from the Alliance’s sourcebook presents tips on making health policy stories visual 
for TV, and more engaging on the radio.  
 
Medicine Means Sometimes Having To Say You Are Sorry, April 2, 2010 
Joanne Kenen for Miller-McCune 
http://bit.ly/aih0IX 
This article explains how malpractice and medical errors may better be addressed through physicians 
taking responsibility for their errors and discussing outcome with their patients, rather than by 
denying errors and addressing problems in a court of law. 
 
 
HEALTH REFORM IMPLEMENTATION TIMELINES 
 
Health Reform Implementation Time Line, April 27, 2010 
The Kaiser Family Foundation  
http://bit.ly/dum65T 
This in-depth timeline separates the provisions of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 
into subsections and tracks the implementation of health reform between 2010 and 2014. The 
subsections include: insurance reform, Medicare, Medicaid, prescription drugs, prevention/wellness, 
tax changes, workforce and quality improvement. 
 
Implementation Timeline for Federal Health Reform Legislation, April 13, 2010 
National Governors Association 
http://bit.ly/bRINtS 
This timeline covering 2010 through 2018 is designed to help states prepare for reform 
implementation.  
 
Health Care Reform Law: Timeline for Small Businesses 
National Federation of Independent Businesses, retrieved on May 26, 2010 
http://bit.ly/98V3XC 
This four-page document details the provisions of health reform that directly affect small businesses 
from now until 2018. The document outlines the changes in taxes, fees and mandates that will be 
implemented largely between 2010 and 2013, and the health care system changes that will begin in 
2014.  
 
 
HEALTH REFORM AND HIGH-RISK POOLS 
 
Fact Sheet: Temporary High Risk Pool Program 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, retrieved on May 26, 2010 
http://bit.ly/a8diPU 
This short fact sheet provides basic background regarding who is eligible to receive insurance 
through temporary high risk pools and the range of premiums they could be expected to pay.  The 
document also gives basic information on the states’ roles in funding high-risk pools and provides a 
chart of the potential federal allocation for high-risk pools by state.   
 

http://bit.ly/aih0IX
http://bit.ly/dum65T
http://bit.ly/bRINtS
http://bit.ly/98V3XC
http://bit.ly/a8diPU
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Covering High-Risk Insurance Pools 
The Association of Health Care Journalists, retrieved on May 26, 2010 
http://bit.ly/dwSiVB 
This Association of Health Care Journalists landing page provides links for reporters covering high-
risk insurance pools. Provides links to recent coverage of high risk pools, resources for obtaining 
information about high-risk pools, and suggestions from health journalists on covering high-risk 
pools.  
 

Covering High-Risk Insurance Pools: Victoria Colliver 
Victoria Colliver (San Francisco Chronicle) for the Association of Health Care Journalists, retrieved 
on May 26, 2010 
http://bit.ly/bwde4B  
A guide written by health care journalist Victoria Colliver on how to report on high-risk 
pools. Specifically, the article addresses the role of the states in funding high-risk pools and 
the key questions journalists should be asking. Note: Viewing this resource online requires 
ACHJ membership. 
 
Covering High-Risk Insurance Pools: Sarah Varney 
Sarah Varney (KQED Public Radio and the California Report) for the Association of Health Care 
Journalists, retrieved on May 26, 2010 
http://bit.ly/atR7uC  
Journalist and radio reporter Sarah Varney provides suggestions for high-risk pool news 
stories. She focuses on how high-risk pools will affect the individual. Note: Viewing this 
resource online requires ACHJ membership. 
 
Covering High-Risk Insurance Pools: David Hage 
David Hage (Minneapolis Star Tribune) for the Association of Health Care Journalists, retrieved 
on May 26, 2010 
http://bit.ly/9rcFLE   
David Hage, a reporter for the Minneapolis Star Tribune, briefly explains problems and 
successes the Minnesota high-risk pool has encountered and uses Minnesota’s pool as a 
resource to generate questions about the issues high-risk pools may create nationwide. Note: 
Viewing this resource online requires ACHJ membership 

 
Health Coverage for the High-Risk Uninsured: Policy Options for Design of the Temporary 
High Risk Pool, May 2010 
Mark Merlis for the National Institute of Health Care Reform 
http://bit.ly/aKRz3j 
A 14-page analysis addressing key issues of high-risk pools including: eligibility, benefits, premiums, 
funding, and integration of new temporary high-risk pools with current state pools and insurance 
markets.  
 
 
 
 
 

http://bit.ly/dwSiVB
http://bit.ly/bwde4B
http://bit.ly/atR7uC
http://bit.ly/9rcFLE
http://bit.ly/aKRz3j
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HEALTH REFORM AND MEDICAID 
 
What’s In There? The New Health Reform Law and Medicaid, April 23, 2010 
Alliance for Health Reform and Kaiser Family Foundation 
http://bit.ly/bAsRmQ 
Half of the 32 million uninsured people expected to gain coverage through health reform will be 
covered by Medicaid. This is the landing page for a briefing on how the provisions of the new health 
reform law will affect Medicaid. Includes links to the briefing webcast, podcast and downloadable 
resource materials.  

Medicaid and Children’s Health Insurance Program Provisions in the New Health Reform 
Law, April 7, 2010 
Kaiser Family Foundation 
http://bit.ly/bSiTZO 
After providing a brief overview of changes to the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) and 
Medicaid financing under health reform, the document provides a 10-page chart that summarizes 
specific provisions of each programs. Furthermore, the chart compares provisions of Medicare and 
CHIP before and after implementation of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. 

Medicaid Coverage and Spending in Health Reform: National and State-by-State Results for 
Adults at or Below 133% FPL, May 2010  
John Holahan and Irene Headen, Urban Institute, for the Kaiser Family Foundation 
http://bit.ly/c632QB 
This 50-page study produced by the Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured estimates 
the national and state-by-state budget costs for implementing expansions of the Medicaid program. 
The study found that because the federal government will pay for the majority of costs incurred by 
the new Medicaid program in states, “increases in state spending are small…compared to what states 
would have spent if reform had not been enacted.”  

Early Medicaid Expansion Under Health Care Reform, May 2010 
Families USA 
http://bit.ly/aRpakM 
A fact sheet produced by Families USA that explains early Medicaid expansion option for the state 
expansion of Medicaid programs before January 1, 2014. The fact sheet outlines eligibility for adults 
to get Medicaid benefits under expansion, the benefits that states are required to provide under 
expansion, and the federal matching rates that states may expect to receive under early expansion.  
 
 
HEALTH REFORM AND MEDICARE 
 
What’s In There? The New Health Reform Law and Medicare, May 7, 2010 
Alliance for Health Reform and Kaiser Family Foundation 
www.allhealth.org/briefing_detail.asp?bi=184 
As the health reform legislation was developed, proposed changes to Medicare were among the 
most hotly debated issues. This is the landing page to a briefing illuminating what is really in the law 
concerning Medicare and what the law’s Medicare provisions will mean for administrators, 

http://bit.ly/bAsRmQ
http://bit.ly/bSiTZO
http://bit.ly/c632QB
http://bit.ly/aRpakM
http://www.allhealth.org/briefing_detail.asp?bi=184
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beneficiaries and the health care sector in the U.S. Includes links to the briefing webcast, podcast 
and downloadable resource materials.  

Health Reform’s Changes in Medicare, May 20, 2010 
Amanda Cassidy for the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and Health Affairs 
http://bit.ly/9iOniu 
This health policy brief explains the changes to Medicare under the Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act. Among these changes: the expansion of prescription drug coverage, primary 
care improvements, and reduction in payments for Medicare providers.  

Summary of Key Changes to Medicare in 2010 Health Reform Law 
The Kaiser Family Foundation, retrieved on May 27, 2010 
http://bit.ly/9nsIMq 
This summary provides a comprehensive overview of changes to Medicare under the health care 
reform legislation. It also includes an implementation time line for Medicare through 2015. 
 
Major Medicare Savings under Health Reform Legislation, April 7, 2010 
American Medical Association 
http://bit.ly/aWUXbu 
This short document describes the federal budget savings specific to Medicare for types of providers 
and specific government programs. 
 
 
HEALTH REFORM AND PRIVATE COVERAGE 
 
What’s In There? The New Health Reform Law and Private Insurance, April 30, 2010 
Alliance for Health Reform and Kaiser Family Foundation 
www.allhealth.org/briefing_detail.asp?bi=183 
The health reform law’s provisions governing private health insurance mark a dramatic change from 
past practice, and much attention has been paid by opposing sides to the potential implementation 
and legal issues. This is the landing page for a briefing dealing with how the new health reform law 
affects access to private coverage. A range of specific provisions were covered, including the new 
federal high-risk pools, tax credits for small businesses, health insurance exchanges, the individual 
mandate, and employer obligations. Includes links to the briefing webcast, podcast and 
downloadable resource materials.  

Near-Term Changes in Health Insurance, May 4, 2010 
Health Affairs and Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
http://bit.ly/boTGEv 
This health policy brief focuses on reforms to the private insurance market in 2010 and 2011, 
providing an implementation timeline.   
 
Summary of Coverage Provisions in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, April 28, 
2010  
The Kaiser Family Foundation 
http://bit.ly/cjVSe6 

http://bit.ly/9iOniu
http://bit.ly/9nsIMq
http://bit.ly/aWUXbu
http://www.allhealth.org/briefing_detail.asp?bi=183
http://bit.ly/boTGEv
http://bit.ly/cjVSe6
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This three-page document summarizes key changes to the private insurance market,  including the 
individual mandate, new insurance market regulations, and employer requirements.  
 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act of 2009: Health Insurance Market Reforms, April 
20, 2010 
National Association of Insurance Commissioners 
http://bit.ly/dx1WF3 
In this chart outlining reforms to the health insurance market, changes are broken down by different 
sections of the legislation. This is a good example of how to find story ideas by digging into the finer 
points of the reform law.  
 
Health Premiums Likely To Rise More, April 3, 2010 
Noam M. Levey, Los Angeles Times 
http://bit.ly/dahp7q 
This article provides both a compelling example of health reporting and an informative analysis of 
gaps in the health reform law, which may allow insurance companies to greatly increase premiums 
between now and 2014. 
 
Changes Coming To Insurance Plans, April 6, 2010 
Julie Appleby, Kaiser Health News 
 http://bit.ly/dpydRE 
This articles provides a good overview of the private insurance provisions in the reform law. 
Illustrates how to make a complex topic approachable for the reader. 
 
Health Law’s “Grandfather” Clause Could Deprive Consumers of Key Benefits, May 10, 2010 
Phil Galewitz and Mary Agnes Carey, Kaiser Health News 
http://bit.ly/coYpQF 
This article notes that existing health plans are exempt from several of the consumer protections 
contained in the new reform law, with potential consequences.  
 
Some Recent Grads Face Health Care Coverage Gap, May 27, 2010 
Julie Rovner, NPR 
http://n.pr/bGrsQc 
This article by Julie Rovner clarifies confusion surrounding provisions in the new health reform 
legislation to extend coverage to young adults as dependents on their parents’ plans.  
 
Fact Sheet: Keeping the Health Plan You Have: The Affordable Care Act and 
“Grandfathered” Health Plans, June 14, 2010 
The Department of Health and Human Services 
http://bit.ly/c0wAMS 
This fact sheet outlines the basics of grandfathered plans, including which plans are eligible as 
grandfather plans, what changes may cause a plan to lose its grandfathered status and the projected 
impacts of grandfathered on consumers and employers.  
 
 
 

http://bit.ly/dx1WF3
http://bit.ly/dahp7q
http://bit.ly/dpydRE
http://bit.ly/coYpQF
http://n.pr/bGrsQc
http://bit.ly/c0wAMS
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HEALTH REFORM AND SMALL BUSINESSES 
 
Summary of Small Business Health Insurance Tax Credit Under PPACA (P.L. 111-148), April 
5, 2010 
Congressional Research Service 
http://bit.ly/bRUK8b 
This five-page summary details the small business tax credit. The summary briefly outlines eligibility 
requirements for small employers, and provides information about the phase-out of the credit.  
 
Will the Small Business Tax Credit help small business owners provide insurance?  
National Federation of Independent Business, retrieved on May 27, 2010. 
http://bit.ly/bhKNOJ 
A one-page analysis is skeptical that the small business tax credit will do much to provide relief for 
small business owners responsible for covering their employees.  
 
Lower Premiums, Stronger Businesses: How health insurance reform will bring down the 
costs for small businesses 
Department of Health and Human Services, retrieved on May 28, 2010. 
http://bit.ly/chSMS6 
This seven-page document produced by the Department of Health and Human Services explains 
how health insurance reform could reduce the health coverage costs of small businesses. 
 
 
HEALTH REFORM AND THE STATES 
 
Health Insurance Reform and Your State: The Case for Change  
United States Department of Health and Human Services, retrieved on May 26, 2010.  
 http://bit.ly/4Q9due 
This interactive website features a map of the United States that allows users to click on any state 
and see the health reform changes that have been implemented to date in that state, and are coming 
up.   
 
State Decision-Making in Implementing National Health Reform 
National Governor’s Association, retrieved on May 26, 2010. 
http://bit.ly/9CSBES 
This comprehensive discussion draft written before reform outlines the major challenges states will 
face as a result of the passage of health care reform. The draft is intended to help states better 
formulate solutions for the difficult decisions they may face. 
 
The Mississippi Delta’s Healthcare Blues, June 3, 2010 
Noam M. Levey, Los Angeles Times 
http://bit.ly/dgcrzE 
This piece uses a human interest story in order to investigate the health care received by the 
uninsured and roadblocks to obtaining Medicaid. The article explains the current situation in 
Mississippi, improvements expected after reform is implemented, and problems that may still exist 
post-reform.  

http://bit.ly/bRUK8b
http://bit.ly/bhKNOJ
http://bit.ly/chSMS6
http://bit.ly/4Q9due
http://bit.ly/9CSBES
http://bit.ly/dgcrzE
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Facing Obamacare: What States Should Know Now, May 3, 2010 
Dennis Smith, Heritage Foundation  
http://bit.ly/9f4GBK 
This article explains the effects that large-scale federal health care reform may have on restricting the 
traditional role and authority of states.  The author says the new law will weaken states and hurt state 
economies.   
 
State Actions to Implement Federal Health Reform, May 20, 2010  
National Conference of State Legislatures 
http://bit.ly/dmJtJc 
This document consists of a state-by-state table outlining health reform implementation efforts via 
legislation and via governors’ executive orders. Among state efforts are the creation of task forces, 
the appointment of officials for health reform implementations, and proposals of legislation to alter 
or oppose federal actions.  
 
New Rules For States in Health Reform Implementation  
Alan Weil and Raymond Scheppach  
http://bit.ly/bbVcrw 
This 5 page article stresses the importance for states to have a thorough knowledge of reform and 
detailed vision for implementation in order to ensure not only that residents obtain affordable 
coverage and the best access to healthcare coverage, but also that the state takes full advantage of 
multiple opportunities to obtain federal funding.  
 

EXPERTS AND WEBSITES  

Analysts/Advocates  

Stuart Altman, Professor of National Health Policy, Brandeis University, 781/736-3804, 
altman@brandeis.edu  

Stuart Butler, Vice President, The Heritage Foundation, 202/546-4400, butlers@heritage.org 

Michael Cannon, Director of Health Policy Studies, Cato Institute, 202/789-5200, mcannon@cato.org  

Nancy Chockley, President, National Institute for Health Care Management, 202-296-4426, 
nchockley@nihcm.org  

Gary Claxton, Vice President/Director, Health Care Marketplace Project, Kaiser Family Foundation, 
202/347-5270,  gclaxton@kff.org 

David Colby, Vice President for Research and Evaluation, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, 609/627-
5754, dcolby@rwjf.org  

http://bit.ly/9f4GBK
http://bit.ly/dmJtJc
http://bit.ly/bbVcrw
mailto:altman@brandeis.edu
mailto:butlers@heritage.org
mailto:mcannon@cato.org
mailto:nchockley@nihcm.org
mailto:gclaxton@kff.org
mailto:dcolby@rwjf.org
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Sabrina Corlette, Director of Health Policy, National Partnership for Women and Families, 202/986-
2600, scorlette@nationalpartnership.org  

Peter Cunningham, Senior Fellow, Center for Studying Health System Change, 202/484-5261, 
pcunningham@hschange.org  

Richard Curtis, President, Institute for Health Policy Solutions, 202/789-1491, rcurtis@ihps.org  

Karen Davis, President, The Commonwealth Fund, 212/606-3800, KD@cmwf.org  

Stan Dorn, Senior Research Associate, Urban Institute, 202/833-7200, sdorn@urban.org 

Michelle Doty, Associate Director of Research, The Commonwealth Fund, 212/606-3800, 
mmd@cmwf.com  

Lynn Etheredge, Consultant, Health Insurance Reform Project, George Washington University, 301/654-
4185, lyneth1@aol.com 

Pamela Farley Short, Professor and Director, Center for Health Care and Policy Research, Penn State 
University, 814/863-8786  

Judy Feder, Professor, Public Policy Institute, Georgetown University, 202/687-8397, 
federj@georgetown.edu 

Steve Finan, Senior Director of Public Policy, American Cancer Society, 202/661-5700, 
Stephen.Finan@cancer.org  

Paul Fronstin, Director, Health Research Program, Employee Benefit Research Institute, 202/775- 
6352, fronstin@ebri.org  

John Geyman, Professor Emeritus of Family Medicine, University of Washington, 360/ 378- 4814, 
jgeyman@u.washington.edu  

Paul Ginsburg, President, Center for Studying Health System Change, 202/484-5261, 
pginsburg@hschange.org  

Robert Graham, Professor, Robert and Myfanwy Smith Chair, Department of Family Medicine, 
University of Cincinnati College of Medicine, 513/558-5004,  grahamj3@UCMAIL.UC.EDU 

Stuart Guterman, Assistant Vice President, Payment System Reform, The Commonwealth Fund, 
202/292-6735, SXG@cmwf.org 

Jocelyn Guyer, Senior Program Director, Center for Children and Families, Georgetown University, 
202/784-4077, jag99@georgetown.edu 

mailto:scorlette@nationalpartnership.org
mailto:pcunningham@hschange.org
mailto:rcurtis@ihps.org
mailto:KD@cmwf.org
mailto:sdorn@urban.org
mailto:mmd@cmwf.com
mailto:lyneth1@aol.com
mailto:federj@georgetown.edu
mailto:Stephen.Finan@cancer.org
mailto:fronstin@ebri.org
mailto:jgeyman@u.washington.edu
mailto:pginsburg@hschange.org
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ed.haislmaier@heritage.org 

Antoinette Hays, Dean, Regis College School of Nursing and Health Professions, 781/768-7122, 
antoinette.hays@regiscollege.edu  

Ida Hellander, Executive Director, Physicians for a National Health Program, 312/782-6006, 
Ida@PNHP.org  

David Himmelstein, Associate Professor of Medicine, Harvard Medical School, 617/497- 1268, 
dhimmelstein@challiance.org  

John Holahan, Director of Health Policy Research, Urban Institute, 202/261-5666, 
jholahan@ui.urban.org 

Joy Johnson Wilson, Federal Affairs Counsel, National Conference of State Legislatures, 202/624-
5400, joy.wilson@ncsl.org  

Judith Miller Jones, Director, National Health Policy Forum, 202/872-1469, jmjones@gwu.edu  

Risa Lavizzo-Mourey, President & CEO, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, 888/631-9989, 
rlavizz@rwjf.org  

Barbara Lyons, Deputy Director, Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured, Kaiser Family 
Foundation, 202/347-5270, blyons@kff.org  

Enrique Martinez-Vidal, Director, State Coverage Initiatives, 202/292-6700, Enrique.Martinez-
Vidal@academyhealth.org 

Don McCanne, Senior Health Policy Fellow, Physicians for a National Health Program, 949/493-3714, 
Don@McCanne.org  

Catherine McLaughlin, Director of Health Research, Mathematica Policy Research, 734/794- 1122, 
Cmclaughlin@mathematic-mpr.com  

Tom Miller, Resident Fellow, American Enterprise Institute, 202/862-5886, tmiller@aei.org  

Robert Moffit, Director, Center for Health Policy Studies, The Heritage Foundation, 202/546-4400,  
Robert.Moffit@heritage.org 

Len Nichols, Professor and Director, Center for Health Policy Research and Ethics, George Mason 
University, 703/993-1978, lnichol9@gmu.edu 

Ron Pollack, Executive Director, Families USA, 202/628-3030, Communications Director: David 
Lemmon -- dlemmon@familiesusa.org  
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Uwe Reinhardt, James Madison Professor of Political Economy, Princeton University, 609/258-4781, 
reinhard@princeton.edu 

Sara Rosenbaum, Chair , Department of Health Policy, George Washington University, 202/530-
2343,  sarar@gwu.edu 

Diane Rowland, Executive Vice President, Kaiser Family Foundation, 202/347-5270, 
drowland@kff.org  

Matt Salo, Director, Health & Human Services Committee, National Governors Association, 
202/624-5336, msalo@nga.org  

Gordon Schiff, Associate Director of the Center for Patient Safety Research and Practice, Harvard Medical 
School, 617/ 732-4814, gdschiff@aol.com  

John Sheils, Vice President, The Lewin Group, 703/269-5610, john.sheils@Lewin.com  

Judith Stein, Executive Director, Center for Medicare Advocacy, 860/456-7790, 
jstein@medicareadvocacy.org  

James Tallon, President, United Hospital Fund, 212/494-0700, jtallon@uhfnyc.org  

Ken Thorpe , Professor and Chair, Rollins School of Public Health; Executive Director, Partnership to 
Fight Chronic Disease Advisory Board, Emory University, 404/727-3373,  kthorpe@sph.emory.edu 

Grace-Marie Turner, President, Galen Institute, 703/299-8900, gracemarie@galen.org 

Alan Weil, Executive Director, National Academy for State Health Policy, 202/903-0101, 
aweil@nashp.org 

Gail Wilensky, Senior Fellow, Project Hope, 301/656-7401, gwilensky@projecthope.org  

Steffie Woolhandler, Associate Professor of Medicine, Harvard Medical School, 617/ 497- 1268, 
swoolhandler@challiance.org  

Steve Zuckerman, Principal Research Associate, Urban Institute, 202/833-7200  

Government  

Marjorie Kanof, Managing Director, Health Care, Government Accountability Office, 202/512-7114  

Charles Nelson, Assistant Division Chief, Income, Poverty and Health Statistics, US Census Bureau, 
301/763-3183, charles.t.nelson@census.gov  

C. Stephen Redhead, Specialist in Health Policy, Congressional Research Service, 202/707-2261, 
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David Abernethy, Senior Vice President, HIP Health Plans, 202/393-0660, 
DAbernethy@EmblemHealth.com  

Alissa Fox, Senior Vice President, Office of Policy and Representation, Blue Cross Blue Shield 
Association, 202/626-8681, alissa.fox@bsbsa.com  

Mary Grealy, President, Healthcare Leadership Council, 202/452-8700, mgrealy@hlc.org,   
cguttmann@hlc.org  (assistant)  

George Halvorson, Chairman and CEO, Kaiser Permanente, 510/271-5660  

Angela Hunter, Director of Federal Affairs, Council for Affordable Health Insurance, 703/836- 6200 
x387, anghunter@cahi.org  

Charles Kahn, President, Federation of American Hospitals, 202/624-1500, ckahn@fah.org 
 
Sister Carol Keehan, President, Catholic Health Association of the U.S., 202/296-3993  

Jeff Lemieux, Senior Vice President, Center for Policy and Research, America's Health Insurance 
Plans, 202/778-3200, jlemieux@ahip.org  

Robyn Martin, Senior Policy Analyst, Service Employees International Union, 202/7307359, 
robyn.martin@seiu.org  

Meg Murray, Chief Executive Officer, Association for Community Affiliated Plans, 202/204-7509, 
mmurray@communityplans.net  

Michael Rodgers, Vice President for Public Policy and Advocacy, Catholic Health Association, 202/296-
3993, mrodgers@chausa.org  

Gerry Shea, Assistant to the President, AFL-CIO, 202/637-5237, gshea@aflcio.org  

Laura Trueman, Executive Director, Coalition for Affordable Health Coverage, 202/626-8573,  
ltrueman@cahc.net 

Websites  
 
AFL- CIO  www.afl-cio.org 
 
Alliance for Health Reform www.allhealth.org 
 
Alliance of Community Health Plans www.achp.org 
 
America's Health Insurance Plans www.ahip.org 
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Association of Health Care Journalists  www.healthjournalism.org 
 
Blue Cross Blue Shield Association www.bcbs.com 
 
California HealthCare Foundation www.chcf.org 
 
Catholic Health Association www.chausa.org 
 
Center for Health Care and Policy Research, Penn State University www.hhdev.psu.edu/chcpr/ 
   
Center for Studying Health System Change www.hschange.org 
 
Coalition for Affordable Health Coverage www.cahc.net 
 
Columbia Journalism Review  www.cjr.org/campaign_desk/trudy_lieberman_campaign_desk.php 
    
The Commonwealth Fund health reform site www.commonwealthfund.org/Health-Reform.aspx 

Congressional Budget Office   www.cbo.gov 
 
Consumers for Health Care Choice www.chcchoices.org 
 
Consumers Union www.consumersunion.org 
 
Council for Affordable Health Insurance www.cahi.org 
 
Cover the Uninsured Week http://covertheuninsured.org 
 
Economic Research Initiative on the Uninsured   www.umich.edu/~eriu/ 
 
Employee Benefit Research Institute  www.ebri.org  
 
Families USA www.familiesusa.org 
 
Federal Business Opportunities  www.fbo.gov  
 
Federation of American Hospitals www.fah.org 
 
Galen Institute www.galen.org  
 
George Washington University Department of Health Policy www.gwhealthpolicy.org 
 
Georgetown University Center for Children and Families http://ccf.georgetown.edu 
 
Georgetown University Health Policy Institute http://ihcrp.georgetown.edu/ 
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Government Accountability Office www.gao.gov  
 
Health Affairs Journal www.healthaffairs.org 

Health Reform GPS  www.healthreformgps.org 

 

Health Research and Educational Trust www.hret.org 

 

Healthcare Leadership Council www.hlc.org  

 

Heritage Foundation  www.heritage.org 

 

Institute for Health Policy Solutions www.ihps.org  

 

Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured www.kff.org/about/kcmu.cfm 

   

Kaiser Family Foundation health reform site http://healthreform.kff.org  

 

Kaiser Health News www.kaiserhealthnews.org  

 

Lewin Group  www.lewin.com  

 

National Academy for State Health Policy www.nashp.org  

 

National Coalition on Health Care www.nchc.org 

 

National Conference of State Legislatures www.ncsl.org  

 

National Governors Association www.nga.org  

 

National Health Policy Forum www.nhpf.org  

 

National Institute for Health Care Management www.nihcm.org  
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National Women's Law Center www.nwlc.org 
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Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  www.rwjf.org  
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State Coverage Initiatives  www.statecoverage.net  

 

United Hospital Fund  www.uhfnyc.org 

 

Urban Institute  www.urban.org  

 

U.S. Census Bureau  www.census.gov 
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