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Sara R. Collins, Ph.D., is vice president for Affordable Health Insurance at The Commonwealth Fund.  An economist, Dr. Collins has led the Fund’s national program on health insurance since 2005.  The Affordable Health Insurance program aims to expand and improve the affordability, quality and efficiency of health insurance coverage in the United States.  Since joining the Fund, Dr. Collins has directed or co-directed eight national surveys on health insurance and has authored or co-authored over 30 reports, issue briefs and journal articles. She has provided invited testimony before several congressional committees and subcommittees. Prior to joining the Fund, Dr. Collins was associate director/senior research associate at the New York Academy of Medicine, Division of Health and Science Policy. Previously, she was an associate editor at U.S. News & World Report where she wrote articles on economics and health care. She was also a senior health policy analyst in the New York City Office of the Public Advocate. She holds an A.B. in economics from Washington University and a Ph.D. in economics from George Washington University.
Dean Rosen is a partner at the public affairs firm Mehlman Vogel Castagnetti, Inc. and head of the firm’s health practice. He provides policy counsel and strategic advice to policy makers, business leaders, trade association executives and not-for-profit organizations on a broad range of health issues. Prior to joining Mehlman Vogel Castagnetti, Mr. Rosen held a series of high-level positions in both government and the private sector. He was the chief health care advisor to former Senate Majority Leader William H. Frist, M.D (R-TN), after serving as staff director for the U.S. Senate Subcommittee on Public Health. Previously, he was senior vice president of policy and general counsel for the Health Insurance Association of America (HIAA). Mr. Rosen came to HIAA from the House Ways and Means Health Subcommittee where, as majority counsel, he played a significant role in developing the Medicare provisions of the Balanced Budget Act of 1997. He also served as health policy coordinator and majority counsel to the Senate Committee on Labor and Human Resources. There, he had principal responsibility for advising the committee chair, Sen. Nancy Kassebaum (R –KS) on a wide range of health care and employee benefit issues and where he played a significant role in developing the Medicare provisions of the Balanced Budget Act of 1997Before entering the public sector, Mr. Rosen practiced law at Dow, Lohnes and Albertson.

Neera Tanden, chief operating officer at Center for American Progress (CAP), has broad experience in the executive and legislative branches, as well as in campaigns, local government and think tanks. She served most recently as senior advisor for health reform at the Department of Health and Human Services, advising Secretary Kathleen Sebelius and working on the president’s health reform team. In that role, she developed policies around reform, and worked with the Hill and with outside groups on the president’s health reform legislation. She also served as co-chair of the Federal Coordinating Council on Comparative Effectiveness Research, which advised the secretary on how to best invest the $1.1 billion in comparative effectiveness research as allocated by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. Prior to that, she was the director of domestic policy for the Obama-Biden presidential campaign, where she managed all domestic policy proposals, including health care. Earlier, Ms. Tanden served as policy director for the Hillary Clinton presidential campaign. Before the campaign, she was senior vice president for academic affairs at 
(over)

CAP, which she rejoined. She was one of the first senior staff members at CAP, joining as senior vice president for domestic policy when CAP first opened its doors. Between stints at CAP, Ms. 

Tanden was Senator Clinton’s legislative director, where she oversaw all policy in the Senate office. She received her bachelor of science degree at UCLA and received her law degree from Yale Law School.

