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Dr. Chad Boult  is the Lipitz Professor of Health Policy and Management at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. He directs the Lipitz Center for Integrated Health Care and also holds joint appointments on the faculties of the Johns Hopkins University Schools of Medicine and Nursing. A geriatrician for more than 20 years, Dr. Boult has extensive experience in developing, testing, evaluating, and diffusing new models of health care for older persons. He has published two books and more than 75 articles in biomedical scientific journals. His most recent research centers on evaluations of “Guided Care,” a new model of team care for people with several chronic conditions. Dr. Boult's published articles report that Guided Care reduces insurers' net costs, while improving the quality of health care, increasing providers' satisfaction, and alleviating family caregivers' strain. During the past two years, Dr. Boult and the Guided Care model have received innovation awards from the American Public Health Association and the American Academy of Family Physicians, and Guided Care was selected as a finalist in a global competition for putting research into practice (the winner to be announced on March 10). During 2009-2010, Dr. Boult is serving as a “Health and Aging Policy Fellow” in the Office of Research, Development and Information at the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS).

Judith   Hibbard is a senior researcher and professor at the University of Oregon. Over the last 27 years she has focused her research on consumer choices and behavior in health care. Professor Hibbard has a particular interest in testing approaches that give consumers and patients more knowledge and control over their health and health care.  Her studies examine topics such as: how consumers understand and use health care information, how health literacy affects choices, enrollee behavior within consumer-driven health plans, and assessments of patient and consumer activation. She is the lead author of the Patient Activation Measure (PAM). Professor Hibbard advises many health care organizations, foundations, and initiatives.  She has served on several advisory panels and commissions, including the National Advisory Counsel for the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, the National Health Care Quality Forum, United Health Group Physician Advisory Panel, and National Advisory Council for the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation.  She holds a masters degree in public health from UCLA; her doctoral degree is from the School of Public Health at the University of California at Berkeley.

Don Kemper, is chairman and CEO of Healthwise, and founder of the Center for Information Therapy. Mr. Kemper is an advocate for raising the quality of patient engagement in health care. He promotes the idea that by prescribing patient decision aids and self-management tools relevant to each patient’s needs, clinicians can engage and motivate their patients to do more for themselves, to ask for the care they need and to say “no” to care that will not improve their lives. Mr. Kemper co-authored Information Therapy: Prescribed Information as a Reimbursable Medical Service with Molly Mettler. The book lays out both the concept and the practical details of how information prescriptions will become a core and expected part of health care. Healthwise is a not-for-profit provider of consumer health information and tools. Each year people turn to Healthwise information in self-care books, on Web-based portals and through information prescriptions over 120 million times. Mr. Kemper’s educational background includes master’s degrees in health systems engineering from Georgia Institute of Technology and in public health from the University of California, Berkeley.  

Mike Sokol serves as the corporate medical director for Merck & Co., Inc.  He leads the Integrated Health Management Department that is responsible for operating the company's employee health clinics, fitness centers, disability management programs and global occupational health activities.  He also provides direction to Merck's health care benefits strategy and wellness initiatives, and he chairs the company's management team responsible for addressing public health challenges to the employee population, such as pandemic flu. In his prior roles at GlaxoSmithKline and Medco Health Solutions, Dr. Sokol provided subject matter expertise and consultative support to external customers.  His areas of focus included population health and disease management, value-based benefit design, and health care quality improvement. He also conducted health services research by examining factors that influence medication adherence and its impact on clinical and financial outcomes.  Dr. Sokol received his B.S. from Ursinus College in Collegeville, PA and his M.D. from Jefferson Medical College in Philadelphia. He completed his internship at the Medical Center of Delaware, followed by his residency training in preventive medicine at the University of Maryland Medical System, where he also received his M.S. from the Department of Epidemiology and Preventive Medicine.  
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