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INCREASING DRUG PRICES PUT 
PATIENTS AT RISK
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Mission-focused 
multi-market  health 
delivery system with 
a demonstrated   
ability to deliver  high-
quality, low-cost,  
personalized and 
compassionate care

• 1,900 Locations

• 131 Hospitals

• 21,936 Beds

• 153,000 Associates

• 24 States & DC

Ascension Health Footprint
National Presence
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The Resource Group is a business transformation consultancy specializing in the area of non-
payroll spend and the processes that sustain the value of the transformation.

The Resource Group
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 High costs threaten patient access to critical treatments, increase 
patient out-of-pocket expenses, and create additional financial burden 
for hospitals and patients. 

 Drug companies are:

- increasing prices for age-old brand name and generic drugs; often 2 
or 3 times each year, with no forewarning or expectation of increases 
from the marketplace.

- designating products for a higher cost specialty distribution channel 
with no reasonable basis for such designation.

 Increases often seem to be in controlled markets and focused on 
mature products where little competition remains. 
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Challenges that impact care
Drug costs are rising faster than ever
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* Drug.com and RxList.com were among the sources utilized for the drug use descriptions on this slide
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Inflation impact for the twelve months ending July 2015 is $84.5M. If the historical monthly inflation 
average of 1.23% continues, the FY16 impact would be $100.3M.

Recent Hyperinflation of Mature Drugs
Cumulative Inflation
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How we are responding
Transformational work

Created a joint physician, 
pharmacist, nursing and 

administrative leader group 
to determine evidence-
based, safe and cost-

effective use of alternatives

Developing a national 
formulary to reduce 

unnecessary variation 
across the organization

which focuses on patient 
and clinician needs – not 
drug supplier marketing 

efforts.

Launched a national 
initiative that will further 
increase time for clinical 
pharmacists to assist the 
safe therapeutic exchange 

of drugs. 

© 2015 The Resource Group

THANK YOU


