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Projected Employment of the Healthcare 
Workforce

Source: The Complexities of National Health Care Workforce Planning. The 
Deloitte Center for Health Solutions. Bipartisan Policy Center. February 2013. 
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Geographic Distribution of the Primary Care 
Workforce

Source: Petterson, S.M., Phillips, R.L., Bazemore, A.W., and G.T. Koinis. Unequal Distribution of                    
the U.S. Primary Care Workforce. American Family Physician. June 2013; 87(11):1
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Comparison of Non‐physician and Physician 
Salaries
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Source: Isaacs, S., and P. Jellinek. Accept No Substitute: A Report on Scope of Practice. The 
Physicians Foundation. November 2012. 

NON‐PHYSICIAN
MEDIAN 

SALARY, 2012
PHYSICIAN

MEDIAN 
SALARY, 2012

Audiologist  $69K Otolaryngologist  $316 

CR Nurse Anesthetist  $157K Anesthesiologist $337K

Certified Nurse Midwife  $92K OB‐GYN $255K

Chiropractor  $131K Orthopedic Surgeon  $414K

Naturopath  $62K
Family Practitioner $176K

General Internist  $188K

Nurse Practitioner  $91K
Family Practitioner $176K

General Internist  $188K

Optometrist  $107K Opthalmologist  $251K

Oral and Maxillofacial 
Surgeon 

$217K

Dermatologist $280K

Otolaryngologist $316L

Plastic Surgeon  $325K

Pharmacist  $115K
Family Practitioner $176K

General Internist  $188K

Physical Therapist  $75K Orthopedic Surgeon  $414K

Psychologist  $83K Psychiatrist  $194K
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Nurse Practitioner Scope of Practice Autonomy, 
2012

5
Source: Linda J. Pearson, “The 2012 Pearson Report,” American Journal for Nurse Practitioners
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Physician’s Assistant Scope of Practice Dispensing 
Authority, 2012

6Source: National Council of State Legislatures. Meeting the Primary Care 
Needs of Rural America: Examining the Role of Non‐Physician Providers
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Active Legislation 

• In the 2012 session, NCSL tracked 827 bills to redefine providers’ scopes of practice in 29 states, 154 of which 
were enacted in 24 states and the District of Columbia. 

• As of April 1, 2013, there have been 178 scope‐of‐practice related bills proposed in 38 states plus D.C. 

• In descending order, the most popular SOP measures are related to: 
– Licensure
– Advanced practice nursing
– Midwifery
– Physician assistants
– Dentistry
– Prescriptive authority
– Surgical authority
– Podiatry
– Chiropractors
– Naturopathy
– Psychology
– Pharmacology
– Boards and paramedic / emergency medical technicians
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