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SHEILA P. BURKE, R.N., M.P.A., F.A.A.N., is a faculty research fellow at the Malcolm Wiener 
Center for Social Policy and a member of the faculty at the John F. Kennedy School of Government 
at Harvard University. She is also a strategic advisor and chair of the government relations and 
public policy group, Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz. Ms. Burke joined the 
Smithsonian Institution in 2000 as undersecretary for American museums and national programs 
and in 2004 became deputy secretary and chief operating officer, a position in which she served until 
September 2007. Ms. Burke was chief of staff to Sen. Bob Dole, from 1986 to 1996, when he was 
Senate minority and then the majority leader. In 1995, she was elected as secretary of the Senate, the 
chief administrative officer.  From 1996 to 2000, she was executive dean and lecturer in public 
policy at the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University. Ms. Burke served as a 
member of the Medicare Payment Advisory Commission from 2000 to 2007, and a member of the 
Board of Trustees of the Kaiser Family Foundation, serving as chair of the board from 2005 to 
2008. Ms. Burke serves on the boards of The Chubb Corporation, as well as the Board of Regents of 
the Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences. She is also a member of the Kaiser 
Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured; the Board of Visitors of Georgetown University's 
School of Nursing and Health Studies; the Board of Directors of The Commonwealth Fund, the 
and Board of Directors of Ascension Health. She was elected to membership in the Institute of 
Medicine, National Academy of Sciences, National Academy of Public Administration, and to the 
American Academy of Nursing. Ms. Burke earned a master's degree in public administration from 
Harvard and a bachelor's degree in nursing from the University of San Francisco. 

ROBERT BERENSON, M.D., is an institute fellow at the Urban Institute. He is an expert in health 
care policy, particularly Medicare, with experience practicing medicine, serving in senior positions in 
two Administrations, and helping organize and manage a successful preferred provider organization. 
Dr. Berenson recently completed a three year term on the Medicare Payment Advisory Commission 
(MedPAC), the last two as vice-chair. From 1998-2000, he was in charge of Medicare payment policy 
and private health plan contracting in the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services. Previously, 
he served as an assistant director of the Carter White House Domestic Policy Staff.  His primary 
research and policy interests currently are in the areas of payment reform, provider and plan pricing 
power, quality improvement, performance measurement, and delivery system reform. Dr. Berenson 
is a board-certified internist who practiced for twenty years, the last twelve in a Washington, D.C. 
group practice, and while practicing helped organize and manage a successful preferred provider 
organization serving the Washington, D.C. metropolitan area. He was co-author, with Walter 
Zelman, of The Managed Care Blues & How to Cure Them, and, with Rick Mayes, Medicare Prospective 
Payment and the Shaping of U.S. Health Care. He is a graduate of the Mount Sinai School of Medicine, a 
Fellow of the American College of Physicians, and on the adjunct faculty of the George Washington 
University School of Public Health.  

JULIETTE CUBANSKI, Ph.D., M.P.P., M.P.H., is associate director of the Program on Medicare 
Policy at The Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation. As a senior member of the Foundation’s Medicare 
policy team, Dr. Cubanski helps to lead the Foundation’s activities related to the Kaiser Project on 
Medicare’s Future, a major Foundation initiative focused on producing timely and authoritative 



analysis of leading Medicare reform proposals and on informing the debate about the future of the 
Medicare program. As part of these efforts, Dr. Cubanski has coauthored two authoritative studies 
analyzing the cost and coverage effects of raising the age of eligibility for Medicare and restructuring 
Medicare’s benefit design, as well as a major compendium of policy options to sustain Medicare for 
the future. Dr. Cubanski also has helped lead the Foundation’s analytic efforts related to the 
Medicare Part D prescription drug benefit and how the private drug plan marketplace has evolved 
since its inception in 2006. In addition, she conducts research and analysis related to Medicare’s 
long-term financial condition; the financial burden of health spending among Medicare beneficiaries; 
and Medicare beneficiaries with disabilities. Dr. Cubanski earned a Ph.D. in health policy at Harvard 
University, a Masters of Public Policy and a Masters of Public Health from the University of 
California, Berkeley, and a Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of California at Los Angeles. 

RAHUL RAJKUMAR, M.D., J.D., an internist, is the acting deputy director at the Center for Medicare 
and Medicaid Innovation.  Prior to arriving at CMS, Dr. Rajkumar was a consultant at McKinsey 
and Company, where he helped the senior management of leading hospitals and health care payers 
respond to national reform and the design and operational aspects of accountable care 
organizations. Dr. Rajkumar previously practiced hospital-based medicine at Brigham and Women's 
Hospital, where he completed his residency training in Internal Medicine.  Dr. Rajkumar holds a 
B.A. in History from Yale University, an M.D. from Yale School of Medicine and a J.D. from Yale 
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