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adults, focusing her research on health risk behaviors like substance abuse, early teen pregnancy
and parent interventions to improve adolescent health. She serves on many national boards and
committees and recently served as the president of the Society for Adolescent Health and
Medicine (SAHM). She directs the University of Washington Leadership Education in
Adolescent Health, Maternal and Child Health funded multidisciplinary training program (UW
LEAH). She has also had the privilege of serving on multiple committees at the National
Academy of Sciences, Institute of Medicine, focused on improving the missed opportunities for
adolescent health, and young adult well-being. She has authored many chapters and research
articles most recently focusing on adolescent and young adult substance abuse and workforce
diversity. She was a frequent guest on NPR’s Tell Me More with Host Michele Martin as well
as other national and local media sites.

VICTORIA WARD is the Bronx regional director of Psychosocial Services at the Institute for
Family Health where she has been employed since 2010. Ms. Ward is responsible for the
administration and delivery of behavioral health services in six federally qualified health centers
in the Bronx, New York. Ms. Ward received her M.S.W. from the Fordham University Graduate
School of Social Services, though her interest in the fields of social work and mental health
began during her undergraduate studies at Georgetown University, where she majored in
Psychology. Ms. Ward provides motivational interviewing trainings to staff and students of the
Institute, as well as to multi-disciplinary behavioral health and primary care providers of
partnering and contracting agencies. Ms. Ward is a member of the National Society of
Collegiate Scholars, Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society, the National Association of Social Workers,
and the Society for Social Work Leadership in Health Care (SSWLHC). Most recently, Ms.
Ward presented at the SSWLHC’s annual conference on the implementation of integrated
behavioral health and primary care. During her career, Ms. Ward has practiced at hospitals,
homeless shelters, residential treatment facilities, and outpatient mental health centers where she
has provided outpatient mental health treatment to children and adolescents in the foster care
system, home-based psychotherapy to adolescents and adults, and case management and mental
health services to homeless clients of all ages.



