
(over) 
 

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES 

Patient-Centered Medical Homes: Do They Work? 

May 3, 2013 

 

MELINDA K. ABRAMS, vice president at The Commonwealth Fund, directs the Patient-Centered 

Coordinated Care program. Since coming to the Fund in 1997, Ms. Abrams has worked on the 

Fund's Task Force on Academic Health Centers, Commission on Women's Health, and, most 

recently, the Child Development and Preventive Care programs. She played a lead role in 

conceptualizing and launching the Fund's Assuring Better Child Health and Development 

(ABCD) initiative, which awarded grants to state Medicaid programs to encourage innovation in 

the financing and delivery of preventive and developmental services provided to low-income, 

young children. Ms. Abrams sits on a number of national committees, including the Board of 

Managers of TransforMED, the PCMH Advisory Committee for the National Committee for 

Quality Assurance, and two Medical Home Expert Panels for the Agency for Healthcare 

Research and Quality (AHRQ). In addition, she is a peer reviewer for the Annals of Family 

Medicine. Ms. Abrams holds a B.A. in history from Cornell University and an M.S. in health 

policy and management from the Harvard School of Public Health. 

 

SEAN CAVANAUGH is acting deputy director of programs and policy at the Center for Medicare 

and Medicaid Innovation at the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). Previously, 

Mr. Cavanaugh was director of health care finance at the United Hospital Fund in New York 

City. He has also served in senior positions at Lutheran Healthcare (Brooklyn, NY), the New 

York City Mayor’s Office of Health Insurance Access, and the Maryland Health Services Cost 

Review Commission. He started his career on Capitol Hill working for a member of the House 

Ways and Means Health Subcommittee. He attended the University of Pennsylvania and the 

Johns Hopkins School of Hygiene and Public Health. 

 

ROBERT GRAHAM has served in a series of positions in both the private and public health care 

sectors since 1970. He is research professor of health policy at George Washington University in 

Washington, DC, and director of the Aligning Forces for Quality National Program Office. His 

federal service has included posts as the first administrator of the Health Resources and Services 

Administration and as deputy director of the Agency for Health Care Research and Quality. In 

addition, he served from 1985 to 2000 as the executive vice president of the American Academy 

of Family Physicians. He holds degrees from Earlham College and the University Of Kansas 

School Of Medicine. 

 

MEREDITH B. ROSENTHAL is professor of health economics and policy in the Department of 

Health Policy and Management at the Harvard School of Public Health. Her research examines 

the design and impact of market-oriented health policy mechanisms, with a particular focus on 

the use of financial incentives to alter consumer and provider behavior. Dr. Rosenthal’s work has 

been published in the New England Journal of Medicine, the Journal of the American Medical 

Association, Health Affairs, and numerous other peer-reviewed journals. Dr. Rosenthal has 

testified before the U.S. Congress and the California and Massachusetts legislatures. Dr. 

Rosenthal is member of the Massachusetts Public Health Council, which promulgates regulations 

and advises the Commissioner of Public Health on policy matters and board chair of the 



Massachusetts Health Quality Partners. Dr. Rosenthal received her Ph.D. in health policy at 

Harvard University in 1998. 

 

BARBARA TOBIAS currently serves as medical director of the Health Collaborative in Cincinnati. 

She provides leadership and support to primary care physicians and practices in public reporting, 

quality improvement and practice transformation initiatives through the Robert Wood Johnson 

Foundation Aligning Forces for Quality, the Office of the National Coordinator Beacon Grant, 

and most recently the Center for Innovation Comprehensive Primary Care Initiative. Dr. Tobias 

is a board certified family physician and current professor in the Department of Family & 

Community Medicine of the University Of Cincinnati College Of Medicine. In 2011, she was 

named Robert & Myfanwy Smith Chair of Family and Community Medicine at the University 

Of Cincinnati College Of Medicine. She developed medical curricula for special populations 

including adolescents and geriatrics in collaboration with community partners, and has been 

awarded the Dean’s Teaching Award for Excellence and the Leonard R. Tow Humanism in 

Medicine Award. Dr. Tobias has practiced family medicine in public and private settings, 

including over a decade at the Lincoln Heights Health Center, established in 1967 as Ohio’s 

oldest federally-qualified health center. Dr. Tobias was a Robert Wood Johnson Health Policy 

Fellow in the Office of the Counselors to the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Health and 

Human Services from 2009 to 2010. She was appointed to the Ohio Supreme Court Commission 

on Professionalism, where she served from 2005 to 2008. She is currently a clinical advisor to 

the Greater Cincinnati Health Council. Dr. Tobias is a graduate of Cornell University (1982) and 

the University of Cincinnati College of Medicine (1987).  

 


