Speaker Biographies

“Payment Innovation in a Post-Health Reform Era”
May 10, 2010
Stuart Guterman, Ph.D., is assistant vice president for The Commonwealth Fund’s program on Payment System Reform, based in Washington, D.C. He is responsible for the Fund’s research agenda on the use of payment incentives to elicit changes in health care delivery that can achieve high performance; the development, management, and review of grants to be funded under the program; and analyses related to the current performance and future improvements in the payment system and the health system overall. Mr. Guterman was director of the Office of Research, Development and Information at the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services from 2002 to 2005. Prior to that, he was a senior analyst at the Congressional Budget Office, a principal research associate in the health policy center at the Urban Institute, and deputy director of the Medicare Payment Advisory Commission (and its predecessor, the Prospective Payment Assessment Commission) from 1988 through 1999. Previously, Mr. Guterman was chief of institutional studies in the Health Care Financing Administration’s Office of Research, where he directed the evaluation of the Medicare Prospective Payment System for inpatient hospital services and other intramural and extramural research on hospital payment. He holds an A.B. in economics from Rutgers College and an M.A. in economics from Brown University, and did further work toward the Ph.D. in economics at the State University of New York at Stony Brook.
Mark E. Miller, Ph.D., is the executive director of the Medicare Payment Advisory Commission (MedPAC), a nonpartisan federal agency that advises Congress on Medicare payment, quality and access issues. With more than 19 years of health policy experience, Dr. Miller has held several important policy, research and management positions in health care. He was assistant director of health and human resources at the Congressional Budget Office (CBO). Prior to his work at CBO, he was the deputy director of health plans at the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services. Earlier, Dr. Miller was the Health Financing Branch chief at the Office of Management and Budget and a senior research associate at the Urban Institute. He earned a Ph.D. in public policy analysis from the State University of New York at Binghamton.
Gail Wilensky, Ph.D., is an economist and senior fellow at Project HOPE. Her primary areas of expertise involve the policies and politics of health care reform, particularly Medicare and changes in the health care environment. A secondary area of expertise involves military health care.  From 1997 to 2001, Dr. Wilensky chaired the Medicare Payment Advisory Commission (MedPAC). She also served as deputy assistant for policy development to President George H.W. Bush, advising him on health and welfare issues. Prior to this, she served as the administrator of the Health Care Financing Administration (now CMS), overseeing the Medicare and Medicaid programs. More recently, Dr. Wilensky was president of the Defense Health Board from 2008-2009, and was a member of the 2007 President’s Commission on the Care of Returning Wounded Warriors. From 2006 to 2007, she co-chaired the DoD Task Force on the Future of Military Health Care. From 2001 to 2003, she co-chaired the President’s Task Force to Improve Health care Delivery for Our Nation’s Veteran’s. Dr. Wilensky is an elected member of the Institute of Medicine and serves as a trustee of the Combined Benefits Fund of the United Mine Workers and the National Opinion Research Center. She is a former chair of the board of directors of AcademyHealth and a former trustee of the American Heart Association. She is also a former commissioner on the World Health Organization’s Commission on the Social Determinants of Health. She received a bachelor’s degree in psychology and a Ph.D. in economics from the University of Michigan.

Nicholas Wolter, M.D., is CEO of the Billings Clinic, a fully integrated health system in south central Montana.  The clinic emphasizes improvements and outstanding performance in patient safety, quality, and service to patients and their families.  Dr. Wolter served two terms as a MedPAC commissioner. He is a former member of the boards of directors of the American Hospital Association and the American Medical Group Association.  He received his B.A. in English at Carleton College, his M.A. in American culture at the University of Michigan, and his M.D. at the University of Michigan Medical Center.  He completed his internship and residency in internal medicine at the Mary Imogene Bassett Hospital in Cooperstown, NY, and returned to the University of Michigan for a fellowship in pulmonary and critical care medicine.  

