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Joel Ario  is deputy director of the Office of Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight in the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). In this role, he is charged with running the Office of Insurance Exchanges, which will be responsible for the state-based health insurance exchanges to be set up by January 2014. Before joining HHS, Mr. Ario was the insurance commissioner of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Prior to his appointment by Governor Ed Rendell, he was Oregon insurance administrator from May 2000 to June 2007. Mr. Ario also has served as secretary-treasurer (2003-2004) and vice president (2004-2005) of the National Association of Insurance Commissioners (NAIC), and has served on the NAIC Executive Committee. He has devoted his entire 25-year professional career to consumer protection activities, initially in the non-profit sector and, since 1995, as an insurance regulator. He has also served on the boards of directors of the Consumer Federation of America and numerous other non-profit organizations. Mr. Ario received his B.A. from St. Olaf College, his M. Div. from Harvard Divinity School  and his J.D. from Harvard Law School..

Terry  Gardiner is national policy director for Small Business Majority, devoted to building new voices of small business for health care reform in states and nationally. Since 2004, Mr. Gardiner has devoted his efforts to comprehensive health care reform. He has worked with state-based health care reform groups in his home states of Alaska and Washington. His public service career spanned 12 years, during which he served five terms in the Alaska legislature. His tenure included many leadership positions -- speaker of the House of Representatives, Judiciary Committee chairman and chair of the Alaska Criminal Code Commission. Mr. Gardiner was involved in many creative solutions and institutions in Alaska. These include: the $36 billion Alaska Permanent Fund Corporation, which saves in perpetuity 25 percent of all oil revenues to fund state government and provides annual cash dividends to all Alaska citizens; the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute,  an award-winning generic marketing organization; and the Medical Indemnity Corporation, which provides physician malpractice insurance due to lack of private sector insurance. 
Timothy Stoltzfus Jost, holds the Robert L. Willett Family Professorship of Law at the Washington and Lee University School of Law.  He is a coauthor of a casebook, Health Law, used widely throughout the United States in teaching health law and now in its sixth edition.  He is also the author of: Health Care at Risk: A Critique of the Consumer-Driven Movement; Health Care Coverage Determinations:  An International Comparative Study; Readings in Comparative Health Law and Bioethics; and numerous articles and book chapters on health care regulation and comparative health law and policy.  He has written many monographs on legal issues in health care reform for national organizations.  He is a consumer representative to the National Association of Insurance Commissioners.
Michael McRaith  is director of the Illinois Department of Insurance, which aims to protect consumers by providing assistance and information, by efficiently regulating the insurance industry's market behavior and financial solvency, and by fostering a competitive insurance marketplace. He serves as president of the board of directors for the Illinois Comprehensive Health Insurance Plan,  a high-risk health insurance pool.  He also supervises the state’s Senior Health Insurance Program and he has participated actively in developing, drafting and advocating for statewide and national health insurance modernization. In addition to his responsibilities at the Illinois Department of Insurance, he is the chairman of the Midwest Zone of the NAIC and is a member of the NAIC Executive Committee. Prior to his appointment to Illinois state government, Mr. McRaith worked 15 years in private practice as an attorney in Chicago, representing national and regional financial institutions, including insurers, in finance-related litigation. He received a bachelor of arts degree from Indiana University and a law degree from Loyola University School of Law in Chicago.
