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Uninsured: 

~550,000 

Private Insurance 

Medicaid Disability* 

Medicaid—Extremely low-income parents* 

Pre-2014 Health Insurance Distribution 



Arkansas Health Care Independence Program 

• Alternative to Medicaid expansion 

(commonly called “Private Option”) 

• Not managed care or traditional premium 

assistance – utilizes premium assistance 

• Use Medicaid funding to purchase private 

coverage through the Health Insurance 

Marketplace for those <139% FPL 

• Qualified high value silver-level policies 

• Essential health benefits with private 

provider payment rates 

 



Arkansas Health Care Independence Program 

• Funding via Affordable Care Act  

• Majority of newly insured placed with 

private carriers; medically frail better 

served in traditional Medicaid 

• Some existing Medicaid beneficiaries 

moved reducing size of state program 

• Required waiver of select federal Medicaid 

requirements  

• Bipartisan support with 75% approval 

required for appropriation each year 

 



Potential Health Insurance Distribution 

Medicaid—Extremely low-income parents* 
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Private Insurance 

Sliding Scale Subsidies 

for Private Insurance through the Exchange 

(~150,000-200,000 newly insured) 

Medicaid Expansion 

(~250,000 newly insured) 

Medicaid Disability* 

Private Insurance/ 

Medicaid 

Private Option 

Actual enrollment in HCIP thru April 2014 - 182,000  
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Number of Issuers Offering Individual 

Plans by Service Area 

 
Issuers: 
• Arkansas Blue Cross 

Blue Shield of Little 
Rock 

• National Blue Cross 
Blue Shield Multi-state 
Plan 

• QCA Health Plan of 
Little Rock (QualChoice 
of Arkansas Inc.) 

• Arkansas Health & 
Wellness Solutions 
(Ambetter) 
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Consumer 
Entry-

Initiate 
Application 

121,442  
Private 

Coverage 

16,783 
Traditional 
Medicaid 

44,665 
Selected 

Marketplace 
Plan 

166,107 in 
Private 

Coverage 
through 

Marketplace 

Health Care 
Needs 

Questionnaire 

155,567 
Eligible 

from State 
& Federal 

Portals 

Consumer 
Entry-

Initiate 
Application 

Eligibility and Enrollment for Health Insurance Marketplace and the 

Health Care Independence Program (HCIP) 

Federal Health Insurance Marketplace www.healthcare.gov1  

1 Arkansas Insurance Department, April 21, 2014, 2 Arkansas Department of Human Services, April 9, 2014 

Arkansas Eligibility & Enrollment Framework www.access.arkansas.gov2  



1. HCIP beneficiaries will have equal or better access to 

health care compared with what they would have 

otherwise had in the Medicaid fee-for-service system 

over time. 

2. HCIP beneficiaries will have equal or better care and 

outcomes compared with what they would have 

otherwise had in the Medicaid fee-for-service system 

over time.  

3. HCIP beneficiaries will have better continuity of care 

compared with what they would have otherwise had in 

the Medicaid fee-for-service system over time.  

4. Services provided to HCIP beneficiaries will prove to be 

cost effective.  

Arkansas Demonstration Waiver Evaluation 

Hypotheses 



www.ACHI.net 

thompsonjosephw@uams.edu 


