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Dr. Mary D. Naylor, PhD, RN, is the Marian S. Ware Professor in Gerontology and Director of the NewCourtland Center for Transitions and Health at the University of Pennsylvania, School of Nursing. Since 1990, Dr. Naylor has led an interdisciplinary program of research designed to improve the quality of care, decrease unnecessary hospitalizations and reduce health care costs for vulnerable community-based elders. To date, Dr. Naylor and her research team have completed three National Institutes of Health funded randomized clinical trials testing the Advanced Practice Nurse Transitional Care Model, an innovative approach to addressing the needs of high risk chronically-ill elders and their caregivers.  Dr. Naylor is also the National Program Director for the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation program, Interdisciplinary Nursing Quality Research Initiative (INQRI).  The primary goal of the INQRI program is to generate, disseminate and translate research to understand how nurses contribute to and can improve the quality of patient care. The program supports interdisciplinary teams of nurse scholars and scholars from other disciplines to address the gaps in knowledge about the relationship between nursing and health care quality. 
Audrey L. Nelson, PhD, RN, FAAN, has over 29 years of nursing experience, as a staff nurse, nurse administrator, and nurse researcher.  Dr. Nelson is nationally known for her research in patient and caregiver safety.  She chaired a national VHA task force on Patient Care Ergonomics and her program is being implemented nationally. She was appointed by the United States Secretary of Labor to National Advisory Committee on Ergonomics 2002-2004.  Currently, Dr. Nelson is Center Director for the VHA Patient Safety Center of Inquiry. Dr. Nelson has joint faculty appointments at the University of South Florida in the Colleges of Engineering, Aging Studies, and Public Health, and is the Associate Director for Clinical Research in the College of Nursing. Dr. Nelson is well respected for her expertise in nursing research.  Her program of research focuses on safe working environments for nurses, particularly related to patient care ergonomics.   She established four research laboratories: Patient Safety Simulation Lab, Gait and Balance Lab, Biomechanics Research Lab, and Patient Safety Engineering Lab.  Dr. Nelson is nationally known in Spinal Cord Injury nursing. Dr. Nelson has a BSN from the University of South Florida in 1977, a MN from Emory University of 1980, and a PhD in Nursing from the University of Florida in 1990.
Reed V. Tuckson, MD is senior vice president of the United Health Foundation and executive vice president and chief of medical services, at the UnitedHealth Group. Prior to joining UnitedHealth Group and Foundation, Dr. Tuckson served as senior vice president, professional standards for the American Medical Association. He also served as administrative liaison for the AMA with the National Patient Safety Foundation. Dr. Tuckson currently is a member of several health care-related and academic organizations, including the Institute of Medicine of the National Academy of Sciences. He served as chairperson of the Institute's Quality Chasm Summit Committee and was a member of the group's committee on the consequences of the uninsured. In addition, he serves as a member of the secretary of health's Advisory Committee on Genetics, Health, and Society and has held a number of other federal appointments. Dr. Tuckson is a graduate of Howard University and the Georgetown University School of Medicine.

