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Show who Medicaid expansion covers

e Working age adults making up to
about $16,400 per year.

e Without expansion, most poor
adults don’t qualify for Medicaid
unless they’re declared disabled or
have minor children on the
program.




Hospitals €@
Medicaid expansion

* Many hospitals in Medicaid
expansion states have seen charity-
care burdens plummet.

e Reporters can use readily available
data to show readers how their
local hospitals are faring.

ACA eases
burdens
on lowa’s
hospitals

Since
taking full
effect in
2014,
costs for
charity
care for
uninsured
have
declined
$127M
annually
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Eric Stimson says that if his
cancer had struck when he was
uninsured, it would have de-
stroyed more than his voice box
— it would have taken his dignity.

The Des Moines resident had
gone more than two years with-
out health insurance before re-
gaining coverage with help from
the Affordable Care Act in 2014.
A few months later, he became
desperately sick with throat can-
cer. Without his new coverage, he
would have had to ask lowa hospi-
tals to shoulder most of the cost of
his care, which has included 10
operations. Instead, his hundreds
of thousands of dollars in medical
bills were covered by an insur-
ance policy, for which he had paid
more than half the $600 monthly
premiums.

“I felt like I wasn't a charity
case,” he said.

Stimson is one of nearly
200,000 Iowans who gained insur-
ance coverage under the law, also
known as Obamacare. The law
has eased burdens on Iowa’s 118
community hospitals, which are

See ACA, Page 6A



Specific types of programs that benefit

* Many people with chronic
mental illnesses or addiction
issues qualify for the Medicaid
expansion, because they
struggle to hold steady jobs.

 The new money has given
treatment programs a boost.
What happens if it is phased
back out?




Possible complications of block-grant system

* Medicaid programs already
struggling to cover extremely
expensive blockbuster drugs.

 What happens if feds cap
states’ Medicaid payments,
and a new, pricey cure
comes along?




Private Medicaid
Mmanagement

e 55 million Americans are
enrolled in privately managed
Medicaid.

e The transition can be rocky.

* Trend likely to accelerate
under Trump administration,
and companies could have
looser federal reins.

Disabled lowans say Medicaid firms
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