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ELIZABETH CARPENTER is a senior vice president at Avalere Health. She specializes in the 
implementation of the Affordable Care Act (ACA), trends in commercial insurance, drug pricing 
policy, and the impact of politics on the policy landscape. She is regularly quoted in national and 
trade press and is a frequent presenter to audiences seeking to understand healthcare policy. Prior to 
joining Avalere Health, Elizabeth was a senior advisor in the Health Policy practice at McKenna 
Long & Aldridge LLP, where she provided government affairs and public policy support to payers, 
providers, private exchanges, and states on a wide-range of health policy and political issues. 
Previously, she served as the associate policy director for the Health Policy Program at the New 
America Foundation where she led Congressional and media relations during the debate over the 
ACA and provided educational and technical support to stakeholders, members of Congress, and 
the media. Elizabeth started her career on Capitol Hill for the legislative and campaign staffs of 
Senator Lincoln Chafee (RI) and served as the office’s parliamentarian. Elizabeth has a B.A. in 
political science from Brown University. 
 
KATIE KEITH, J.D., MPH, is an adjunct professor at the Georgetown University Law Center where 
she teaches courses on the Affordable Care Act and LGBT health law and policy. She also maintains 
a part-time appointment at Georgetown University's Center on Health Insurance Reforms and 
provides “Following the ACA” rapid response analysis for the Health Affairs Blog. Katie is an 
appointed consumer representative to the National Association of Insurance Commissioners where 
she represents the interests of consumers in front of state insurance regulators from all 50 states and 
writes widely on topics that include the health insurance marketplaces, enforcement, and 
nondiscrimination. Katie received her law degree from the Georgetown University Law Center and 
holds a Master’s in Public Health from Johns Hopkins University. 
 
RODNEY WHITLOCK, M.A, PH.D, is the vice president of health policy at ML Strategies. He is a 
veteran health care policy professional with more than 20 years of experience working with the US 
Congress, where he served as health policy advisor and as acting health policy director for Finance 
Committee Chairman Chuck Grassley of Iowa and, earlier, on the staff of former U.S.  
Representative Charlie Norwood of Georgia. During his years with Representative Norwood, 
Rodney managed the Patients’ Bill of Rights, which passed the House in 1999 and 2001. In February 
2005, Rodney left the office of Congressman Norwood to join the Finance Committee Staff as a 
health policy advisor to Chairman Grassley. In that capacity, he was lead Senate staffer for the 
Medicaid provisions of the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005 and the Tax Relief and Health Care Act 
of 2006. In 2007, Rodney worked on the Children’s Health Insurance Program Reauthorization Act, 
which passed Congress twice and was subsequently vetoed twice by President George W. Bush. 
Rodney spent 2009 and 2010 deeply engaged in health care reform legislation. Late in 2010, he 
became the acting health policy director for Senator Grassley, and shepherded the Medicare and 
Medicaid Extenders Act of 2010 into law. Following his tenure in Senator Grassley’s Congressional 
office, Rodney served as health policy director in the Senator’s personal office. 



Moderator 
SARAH J. DASH, MPH, is the president and chief executive officer at the Alliance for Health Policy. 
She drives the mission and vision of the Alliance, as well as advances and maintains the reputation 
of the organization as the leading nonpartisan resource for policymakers and health leaders in an 
evolving health policy environment. Sarah joined the Alliance in 2014 as the vice president for policy 
and became president and CEO in May 2017. Sarah has long been an influential force in shaping 
health policy, having served as a senior aide on Capitol Hill and as a member of the research faculty 
at the Georgetown University Health Policy Institute’s Center on Health Insurance Reforms. Sarah 
holds a master’s degree in public health from the Yale School of Public Health and a bachelor’s 
degree in chemistry and literature from MIT. Sarah also holds an Executive Certificate in Nonprofit 
Management from Georgetown University. 
 


