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Upcoming Post-Election Symposium Sessions

Tuesday, November 17

» Session 2: Immediate Priorities for the Next Administration, Congress, and States | 12:00 - 1:00 p.m. ET

Wednesday, November 18

e Session 3: What's the Long-Term Vision for Health Care in America? | 11:15 - 11:45a.m. ET

« Session 4: Carving a Leadership Path Forward: Perspectives from the Ground | 12:00 - 1:00 p.m. ET
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Participating in the Webinar

To ask a question
click on the Q&A
button and enter
your text in the chat
box, then hit send.
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Vlaterials

Visit www.allhealthpolicy.org »

* Agenda

e Selected Resources List
* Selected Experts List

e Speaker Bios

* Presentation Slides

* Video (posted later)
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Moderator

Joanne Kenen

@joannekenen

Executive Editor of Health Care, POLITCO
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Today's Panelists

Robert Blendon, Sc.D. Liz Hamel
Richard L. Menschel Professor and Senior Associate Vice President and Director
Dean for Policy Translation and Leadership Development Public Opinion and Survey Research, KFF
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health @lizhamel
@HarvardORP
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Robert Blendon, Sc.D.
@HarvardORP

Richard L. Menschel Professor and Senior Associate Dean
for Policy Translation and Leadership Development,
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health
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Americans’ Views about Health Policy Issues

at the time of the 2020 Presidential Election

Health Policy Issues Total Republicans Democrats

percentage of respondents

Making sure all Americans have health care coverage is...T
The responsibility of the federal government 61 39 82
Not the responsibility of the federal government 38 60 18

Health insurance reform options (% in favor)

Keeping the existing Affordable Care Act, also known as Obamacare, and passing ad- 59 24 89
ditional legislation to improve how it works|

Implementing a national health plan, sometimes called Medicare for All, in which all 57 24 78
Americans would get their insurance from a single government plan¥

Increasing federal funding to state governments to help pay for their Medicaid pro- 44 25 63
grams should be a top priority for congressional actionf

Level of government that should be mainly responsible for developing and executing
policies to limit the spread of coronavirus

State and local 51 68 35

Federal 48 30 64

Have a great deal of confidence in medical scientists to act in the best interests of the 43 37 53
public|

Source: “Implications of the 2020 Election for U.S. Health Policy.” New England Journal of Medicine, Oct 28, 2020.



Liz Hamel
@lizhamel

Vice President and Director, Public Opinion and Survey
Research, KFF
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Health care, recently a top-tier election issue, has moved Iinto
second tier amid competing issues

AMONG REGISTERED VOTERS: Percent who say each of the following issues will be the most important
in deciding their vote for president:

February: October:

Health care 26% The economy 29%
The economy 23% Coronavirus outbreak 18%
Climate change 14% Criminal justice/policing 13%

National security 13% Health care 12%

Immigration 9% Race relations 11%

Taxes &L Supreme Court 11%

Trade/tariffs 2%

*
[

2% Immigration

SOURCE: KFF Health Tracking Polls. See topline for full question wording. I(FF



2020 election was largely a referendum on Donald Trump

Is your vote mainly a vote ...?7

©

Against Joe
Among Biden Among Trump Biden
voters voters 21%

Against Donald Trump

For Joe Biden 519%

49%

For Donald
Trump
79%

SOURCE: KFF analysis of AP VoteCast, a survey of the American electorate conducted by NORC at the University of Chicago (Oct. 27-Nov. 3, 2020). I(FF



Still, many health care issues are important to voters

AMONG REGISTERED VOTERS: Percent who say each of the following health care issues will be very
important or somewhat important in making their decision about who to vote for in this year’s presidential
election:

Protections for people with pre-existing conditions

Lowering the cost of health care for individuals 63% 29%

The future of the Medicare program 62% 28%

Lowering prescription drug costs 59% 30%

The health aspects of coronavirus 60% 25%

The future of reproductive health, including abortion 60% 23%

Expanding health insurance coverage for the uninsured 952% 29%

The future of the ACA 52% 22%

KFF

SOURCE: KFF Health Tracking Poll (conducted October 7-12, 2020). See topline for full question wording.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
And in addition to the advertising volume, when we probed voters this month about a variety of specific health care issues and asked how important each will be to their vote, we find a majority of voters saying pretty much every health care issue will be “very important”, and large majorities saying they’ll all be at least somewhat important. At the top of the list are two issues that I’ll dig further into – protections for people with pre-existing conditions, and lowering the cost of health care for individuals. 

[MAYBE SKIP?] Before we talk about protections for people with pre-existing conditions, some of you might notice that while this ranks at the top of the list, with 74% of voters saying it will be very important to their vote, we find the future of the Affordable Care Act at the bottom of the list. As many of you probably know, or learned in your session yesterday, protections for people with pre-existing conditions are at this point inextricably linked to the future of the ACA. However, while the protections are deemed important by voters across the political spectrum, the future of the ACA itself is prioritized much more highly by Democrats than Republicans, which helps explain why one ranks at the top of the list and the other ranks at the bottom.


Biden’'s immediate challenge: balancing economic recovery
with controlling the pandemic

What should be the federal government’s higher priority?

m Limiting the spread of the coronavirus, even if it damages the economy

® Limiting additional damage to the economy, even if it increases spread of the coronavirus

Total voters

Trump

SOURCE: KFF analysis of AP VoteCast, a survey of the American electorate conducted by NORC at the University of Chicago (Oct. 27-Nov. 3, 2020). I(FF



Partisan and racial divide in willingness to get vaccinated

If a coronavirus vaccine was determined to be safe by scientists and available for free to everyone who
wanted it, would you...?

m Probably or definitely not get it m Probably or definitely get it

Black

SOURCE: KFF/The Undefeated Survey on Race and Health (conducted Aug. 20-Sept. 14, 2020). See topline for full question wording. I(FF
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Q&A Discussion

Joanne Kenen Robert Blendon, Sc.D. Liz Hamel
Vice President and Director Richard L. Menschel Professor and Senior Associate Vice President and Director
Public Opinion and Survey Research Dean for Policy Translation and Leadership Development Public Opinion and Survey Research, KFF
POLITICO Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health @lizhamel
@joannekenen @HarvardORP
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Upcoming Post-Election Symposium Sessions

Tuesday, November 17

» Session 2: Immediate Priorities for the Next Administration, Congress, and States | 12:00 - 1:00 p.m. ET

Wednesday, November 18

e Session 3: What's the Long-Term Vision for Health Care in America? | 11:15 - 11:45a.m. ET

« Session 4: Carving a Leadership Path Forward: Perspectives from the Ground | 12:00 - 1:00 p.m. ET
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We value your input!

Please fill out the evaluation survey you
will receive immediately after this
presentation and by email this
afternoon!
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www.allhealthpolicy.org

1444 Eye St NW, Suite 910
Washington, D.C., 20005
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