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Homelessness in the U.S.

On a single night in January 2021, 580,466 people were counted as homeless.
(This is considered a vast undercount)
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EXHIBIT 1.2: Homelessness
By Household Type and Sheltered Status, 2020
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Health Implications of Homelessness

*The primary issue is the lack of affordable housing.* RACE DIFFERENCES”

= White m Black/ African-American  m Other

HUD HOMELESS COUNT

U.S. GENERAL POPULATION

1. Poor health causes homelessness.

2. Homelessness exacerbates existing conditions,
and creates new ones.

3. The experience of homelessness is traumatic,
and makes it difficult to engage in care.
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Consumer Perspectives on Homelessness

* Failure to expand Medicaid is a moral failure

* Broader issue of lack of access to primary care, behavioral

health & support services
* Problem of hospitals discharging people to streets
» Lack of effective outreach to “reach people where they are”

* Need for peer supports/community health workers, trauma-
informed care approaches that use a harm reduction philosophy

* Encampment sweeps are common and have significant health
care implications (trauma, dislocation, loss of
medications/documentation and trust, etc.)
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BHCHP Basic Goals 1984

« Establish a health services care delivery model
to provide from shelter and

street to hospital;

* Provide care through multidisciplinary
outreach teams;

« Establish the capacity to meet the needs of
homeless individuals for home-type respite care






22

g
I

e i
HEPT




# of deaths

el
OFRNWRAUUIONOOORN

Causes of Death

N =59
%, %, U %, e T, %,
2. % Y, U, &
% ¢ 2, €
3

BHCHP: O’Connell/Roncarati/Swain

%, %

@



1 § . =
WA l T SRR
] L “!n! !! H Il” A’l ”' II” ‘ [ \ . 7'\1 vrjv‘arﬁ ..?

R L R L AR il

|
J



Late Edition

D | L 4
" New York: Tedsy, clusr, IIgh windn
AR o i ' { ‘~ nrr.n ™ luniuﬂ;‘:.vu;ul":u- 4. Tomsr
That's Fit to Print" ww, warmar, moderats hamidity
| aftecnocn. High 80, Yeserday, high
S—— — low BT, Detalls are wn paje 14

‘) OR ‘. \FO v D AY, SEPT l' MBER 2, 1991 38 covne Dopund T8 mites (1 How Yorh ETp sasmed o Lang (alond W CENTS

urE= | Soviet Upheaval Injects Urgency SOVIET INSURGENTS
Into U.S. Debate On Intelligence FEAR HARD-LINERS

f

{

tClA Lacks Permanent Chief at a Critical Time PLAN NEW MOVES
’ z

By ELAINE \l(l()l INO
e b T - .
ot 1 —The diim cenrat tnsetigesce on| LEGISLATURE TO CONVENE
Umsan and the hi | Moaday, arjues that slabidlity and
8. have 10 | uncertminty wrnlaushed try the crisis in |
il mew sergncy mits the paindisl de atunpes | SOome Assart Gorbachey Faces
min tver the role of (de Amecican In ncraasy tatey’ O

ligsmoe services in @ workl where the | masd for inteflig thering aad|  Intrigues at Session — He
has left the | Anslysis a 3
. Softens Baltic Terms

WALHINGTY
tian ol the
mibiating purge of the

Cammunist «
& playing fald Whils we may have t0 [yve with &
n before the tumualt that Degan in | bocas of the reabity of gur own #
W last mooth, wres WAR nom Ication and drawdowns in the |
the Cemiral ineelligenoe | military, the kinda of probhlems we face
ey and (e elivary W
agencies 10 rethank
orities
adjust W 2 decisning

BY FRANCIS X, CLINES

r pri eniine on Page 7. Cobuma |

“W.W.Ta

MOACOW, Sept. | — Insurpant pedith
Ot warned (odny that an emergency
Nrvss that b to comyens
peek » pow farrauin for
xhausted Soviet political
provide an opportanicy
reactionaries to soek i
Presideat

Savier muaitary

cructu) Junesure (N st

Ty, the w
ozt & Chief apymnater

Y BUPErDOWer s WiLk
system cnudd
for Comma
consthulce

Gates Canflirmaetion Uscrriain

Williar Webater ended his cemare Miktall 5 Gorbache
as the Dnrector of Central laislliy Notably, such o warnieg was lssued
today. i Rob

iy Alsksands N. Yakovier, the Gorba-

denit'n Chev adviser and party who

mines 1 repis © Dirn, INRY |

aeat Wivwer for The Now York {ames :“"“"n‘ ‘,Iml .m‘g Serme confirm -H’)r; Bicted thw coup by ranking Communist
Alter a decade of widespread concern about the problem of homelessness, more cities are becomi - O T et Aniciels fwo wee a
v becoming lews | oonmions surrounding Mr v's role The samting wen enald Hanlt

olorant of the homelesa Thia man carted hia belongings near downtown Aclanue i the Iean-contra aft
— sanfor intellignncs officials contede
that thay are merely rying Roep up

come ot putschinl,” Mr. Yakoviev
suid uin eveuing in g tedevinion inter
view 11t whach raformens noted the ¢
sidarable powers of the Congress or
atied (Or 11 0 st anly o rapwlione)
needs asml miat an any substamive
nanges n vernmend

Powwr te Remwve Fresldant

FACING OVERHAUL  Empathy Turns Into Frustration| === .

1o worry aboul defmating
By ISABEL WILKERSON ! would curtall ther re
|
|
{

HUities » ey Tha Cengress of Peopie's Depution
bring deop bodged cuzs Robert M. Gaten {aves grusling he nation’s 2.230-member s
ature, chose Mr, Gorbachey

Richard Kerr, who boctimes Acting Senate confirmation hearings

TRANSIT POLICIES .Shiﬁ in Feelings on the Homeless: | i, "0 0w 0L
mant (.J Yy re panization of l'|l‘
Despite IRT Crash, Kiepper | homelessness first captured the ns- | tem and a $50 fine can be imposed on

n \he
= | theore

1 place an
ly, at Is

But they also remain
| Yen years after the wan face rt]mnned panhbandling in the subway sys-

{tion’s attention, empathy is turning o | amyone caught daing so
‘lmc;v-:\nce as :"A’ue:"l::msc .hAnM | in :;un;. :v’;:n offscials bn-llzd:::' s UNcETLain Lished — (9 voie him gl
restnictions an hom people 1o re- | siden Wifling  several hundn ‘ | ~ l P R This can ox done through an
' i £ dace their visibdlity of force thes 1o go ' hormeless people off (0 a Cily-owood l‘llOn.\ at H OSS 10 everse slatorates -;—v» rr"'(r:{ :.,—1“:1.:?: m‘
By CALVIN Sims | out en thesr awn | basebat] stadium dlers who ap- . - l\ | du vote of the con
Last week's falnl subway of New Yock Cuy, Sama Barbarp, | proach motorists ot intersections to F 1] F W - Hat the proesiden: vio-
ted New Yors City tranal Calll, and & number of other cities are | wash car windows face & fise of as a lng ortllnes Ot Or ers | ' .1.‘!.“‘:‘ "
of pobicion |actieg out of both frustracion and des | much ss $200 and & jall sentence of as

L, In thess highty

Calls Subway System S

ulving &

W : But Boris N, Yelusn, e president of

wod slcohst teeting pcrau«:n. g‘mu:‘d by bard times uuilt;v many as 80 days By FE rl NT KILBOonN | the Husman repratdic, wisizt halds over

Nt traln aperstors (& public that » grown increasingly . - Tare fiew | Dt the mation's population and eco.

abor relations |impstient with a problem thar has Tough Stance in Capital WASHINGTON, Sept | Foc il i coincides with the contimung| Damic power, pe 'p xL 20 U his e

1 of e Trana | worsened despite the programs almed In August, the Distrct of Columbes | oty sxuberance, participants im Moo wrosmn of lahar's membershig ‘| publics votes pronect Mr, Guorba.

Authanty sald at relieving i and provious shows of | closed 1wo emergency shelters and an-| guy's Labor Dy parad have réardly | ane wurkar m sts heltrgs 10 » W | ehev m \he congress from any such
The presidest, Alas § or sals |Rood will nounced plans to eliminate half the | | oo Hethe 10 Celebirnte Voudny S | chalienge i

“People want 10 help, but they don't | bads in its shelters. It alse plans to No prohden: illustrates lober's wan The House m
want o feel that they're just being | severely restrict the number of N&ghts | ing inflannce better than it fallure (0] A Gephs

jarity lmader, Rxhary We will defend Mim smorrow,” he
g wath ¢

Boan lersew s wosker that The

{ving stang.| declured afier & o viule

wocidams, which 1ho podice have sttt - A )
(ol 35 et OO T, Ab0ws e | SUERETE. sakd Mayar Lont Hancock of | that bomuless people can stay m them. | loin with iis histarle ally, the Demo| ards the waus” of thel ing Oritish Prime Midster, Jobn
need for improving the stipay be- | Berieley, Callf. “The cities that try te | The ciy’'s toogh bew stance comes| crptie Party, to explol w0 tsesn that | times tee Mr. Gepharde] Majer, at which the Russian deed

twoen (ranait e help get overrun and then comes the | with sirong public backiog. A 1984 law | noi ackmowledge could by & runawny | and as part of thel =aid he stress that Mr. Gorbachey
ment. The el backlaah. There comes a thime whe reguiied the city (o shelter all i meexd | | yore getter . o decliung standard of | stration, sotse! Cleariy “s not me man he was
e ¢ | poogie want to step back and insulate | last fall the voters repealed it Uving tor meoat workers i campalpn| defoce the coup” [Page |

3 | themselves."” And las year Santa Barbara banned ™ i he Reagan Bt .y | v <
have ¢ 1 rocghout (he Reagan-Bush years, | ruts whi vole Appral tur Western Helg

arewis. Thay alse pon

nanmg (hely awn candidacos
1N, At i the [rimge, »

ning & thirgd political party inj

ok and fie mem

Bgaina thwir own|
—prear Ty~ yh ?

Atlanta, which s preparing Jor the | homeless people from sleeping 00 Pub- | yeust of th iation’s Lamilies ave
1986 Olympic Games, passed a law in | Nc streets, beoches or sidewnls and in | ey ground sconomicafly, Hind:
July suthorizing the arrest of anyone | parking Jots; the measure loaves them | parder 10 make « >
loltering in abandoned buildings or en im slespn on A _public boi filled with! minority of fumdise

DOtnrman's co-workers
My had sometis
before work
call

AL the natian slid deepar Nt polity
cal and sconnmic Mr. Gocbe

-
wWith highor| of for
Baging n “aggressive panhandling.'* ——— ncomes why are primarily Repubd)

o "“’ . ‘:"“‘ l“' :"‘ WSLIA] praBie | New  York's transit awtherty Thas | L anrimued an .\7" 18, Cotwmm & | can, neve gained groamst
whesn pocils wo n o

Trzappes










Need for Improved Insurance Coverage

Health Insurance Sources, 2020 Insurance at HCH Programs, 2020
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67%
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Uninsured Medicaid Duals Medicare + Private Uninsured Medicaid Duals Medicare + Private
Other Public Other Public
All Health Centers m All HCHs u.s. B Expansion States Non-expansion States

1. Lack of access to comprehensive insurance = lack of access to services & ongoing poor health
Even with insurance, “churn,” stigma, limited networks/willing provides & paperwork undermine value of benefit

3. Policy need: Close “coverage gap,” enact 12-month continuous eligibility, increase reimbursements, add optional
services
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Need for Medical Respite Care

= Acute/post-acute medical care for people experiencing homelessness who are
too ill or frail to recover from a physical illness or injury on the streets, but who are
not ill enough to be in a hospital

* Venues: shelters, motel rooms, stand-alone programs

e Services: medical care, intensive case management, connections to broader
care, development of care plan, housing assessments/benefits

e Staffing: physicians, nurses, therapists, case managers, CHWs
* Funding: hospital, Medicaid, private, state/local funds

* Benefits: shorter LOS, fewer re-admits, better outcomes, lower cost

Policy need: recognize need, add services to state Medicaid programs
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Expenses per day

Medical
respite
care

us. —I 3 7‘

$125 to $325

California v : .

$225 to $250
(Los Angeles)
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Need for Harm Reduction Approaches

What is “harm reduction”: Interventions aimed at reducing the negative outcomes of
health behaviors without necessarily stopping the problematic health behaviors
completely

* Rooted in client/patient goals

* Often used in reference to substance use, but has broader applications HARM R[DUUION
MEANS RESPECT
DIGNTY, COMP AssToN §

* Can refer to either specific policies, or philosophy/approach of care

Examples:

* Practice approaches: trauma-informed care, outreach & street medicine, more flexible
care

* Public health approaches: syringe services programs, fentanyl test strips, Narcan
distribution, etc. & move toward Safe Consumption Spaces

Policy need: Improve systems of care & staff training; expand public health policy approaches
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Resources

* Insurance Coverage at HCH Programs, 2020

* National Institute for Medical Respite Care (NIMRC)

e Defining Characteristics of Medical Respite Care

* Medicaid & MCOs: Financing Approaches to Medical Respite
Care

 COVID-19 & the HCH Community: Medical Respite Care &
Alternate Care Sites

e COVID-19 and the HCH Community: Interim Lessons Learned
from the Pandemic

 National Harm Reduction Coalition: Homelessness & Harm
Reduction
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https://nhchc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/HCH-Insurance-Issue-Brief_2020.pdf
https://nimrc.org/
http://nimrc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Defining-Characteristics-of-MRC2.pdf
https://nimrc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Medicaid-Medicaid-Managed-Care-Financing-Approaches-for-Medical-Respite-Care-Whitepaper.pdf
https://nhchc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Issue-brief-5-COVID-19-Medical-Respite-Care.pdf
https://nhchc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Issue-Brief-13-C19-Lessons-Learned.pdf
HOMELESSNESS AND HARM REDUCTION
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Follow us on social media! Barbara DiPietro, PhD
Senior Director of Policy
National Health Care for the Homeless Council bdipietro@nhchc.org

@BarbaraDiPietro
@NatIHCHCouncil

National Institute for Medical Respite Care

Copyright © 2021 National Health Care for the Homeless Council, Inc. www.nhchc.org


http://www.twitter.com/natlhchcouncil
http://www.facebook.com/NationalHCHCouncil/
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCvdu9fuN-_xxQ8BaYo-APw
http://www.twitter.com/NatlInstMRCare
http://www.facebook.com/NationalInstituteforMedicalRespiteCare
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7CQ_iimYrd1TYuJmIwFzYg
http://www.linkedin.com/company/nimrc/
mailto:bdipietro@nhchc.org
http://www.twitter.com/natlhchcouncil

We value your input!

Please fill out the evaluation survey you will
receive immediately after this presentation,
or via email this afternoon!
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Learn More

Additional resources available online »

* Full speaker bios

* Resources list

* Expert list

* Presentation slides
* Recording
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